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EARLY RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION THE BEST GUARD AGAINST 
INFIDELITY AND BLASPHEMY. 


[n an age when the friends of chris- 
tianity are making such extraordinary 
exertions, and projecting the most ex- 
tensive plans of beneficence, it is by 
no means surprising that the great ene- 
my of man’s salvation is particularly 
active to counteract their anticipated 
beneficial influence. What is true of 
individual experience is true of general 
effort. When an individual is going 
on ina state of carelessness and uncon- 
cern, it is a matter of little importance 
to the “destroyer,’”? to trouble him 
either with importunities or with ob- 
stacles; but no sooner is some religious 
impression made than there is a neces- 
sity for his activity and exertion, and he 
throws in the way ten thousand temp- 
tations to draw off the attention from 
serious things. Thus, also, while the 
church of God, the friends of the Re- 
deemer, have so far forgotten their high 
and holy obligations as to rest in a state 
of lukewarmness and indifference, the 
grand enemy has very little work to 
do, for the friends of Jesus are uncon- 
sciously doing it for him. But no sooner 
is some new impulse given by divine 
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grace, no sooner do the people of the 
Lord wake up to a sense of their obb- 
gations and stir up themselves to in- 
tense exertion, than ‘*‘he” also is 
obliged to bestir himself lest his em- 
pire should be overthrown. 

These remarks are particularly true 
of the present days, for while in every 
department of christian effort there is 
an energy put forth hitherto unparal- 
leled, there is also on the part of the 
‘‘ adversary” a most untiring zeal. It 
is he who raises up opposers to the 
Bible, and the missionary, and the tract, 
and the Sunday-school, and with good 
reason, for these are among the most 
powerful of the means which are un- 
ceasingly at work to undermine the 
foundations of his unrighteous king- 
dom, and blessed by the energy of 
grace, they must and they will be suc- 
cessful. 

Among the methods employed by 
the *‘adversary,”’ we find one whichis 
peculiarly adapted to the state of our 
people as a reading people, that is the 
dissemination of infidel publications, or 
those which, if not decidedly infidel; 
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are, nevertheless, hostile to the inte- 
rests of real religion. It was not to be 
expected that he would permit the 
hundreds of religious newspapers, and 
magazines, and tracts, which are 
spreading knowledge and health over 
the land, to go on quietly in their 
work, and consequently we find him 
raising up papers, and magazines, and 
tracts to counteract, if possible, the 
influence of rapidly spreading truth 
and righteousness. Infidels have ge- 
nerally allowed, that religion was at 
least useful to society; but there are 
not wanting those at the present time 
who are endeavouring by their opposi- 
tion to the operations of the age, and 
their blasphemous publications, to 
bring over the mind once more the 
darkness and death of ages that are 
past. 

Our main object, however, in this 
course of observation, has been to hint 
at the great remedy under the blessing 
of God for all these evils, and we do 
not hesitate to say, that the most ef- 
ficient opposition to the growing evils 





of infidelity and blasphemy is the in- | 
struction which is given in Sunday- | 


schools. Elaborate treatises may be 
written on the difficulties of infidelity, 
but they are for the benefit of men 
“whose minds have been so hardened 
that it requires the influence of grace 
almost in its miraculous visitations, to 
open a way for the access of truth; 
but bring the sweet influence of reli- 
gion to bear on the youthful bosom, 
and infidelity and blasphemy are shut 
out, and their approaches, no matter 
how insidious, rendered infinitely more 
difficult. Let an early and true reli- 
gious impression be made, and the 
seeds of divine knowledge be implanted 
in the tender years of youth, and then, 
when infidelity comes, it is either cast 
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off, or if suffered to take a little root, 
it finds the soil too rich to nourish the 
weed; it perishes because there is an 
influence too warm for its existence. 
If these cursory observations are 
correct, it is not only the duty of every 
friend to the cause of the Redeemer, but 
it is the interest and duty of every friend 
of his country, to advance by every 
means in his power the sacred cause of 
the Sunday-school; for here the great 
object is, and not only the great ob- 
ject, but the great achievement is, to 
promote virtue, and order, and happi- 
ness, and life, by giving to the youth 
of the land instruction which has no 
foundation but the religion of Jesus 
Christ. Viewed in this light, how ini- 
mical to the best interests of the coun- 
try is the conduct of those, whether in 
power or out, who oppose themselves 
to this great design—-how noble, how 
praiseworthy the conduct of those 
who, either in public or private, stand 
up boldly as its advocates. It is a pro- 
position which will scarcely be denied, 
that he is the best friend of his country 
who most endeavours to promote the 
interest of virtue and religion. 


The good already done affords 
abundant encouragement to the friends 
of Sunday-schools, and should stimu- 
late them to increased exertion. From 
Sunday-scholars other schools have 
been supplied with active and devoted 
teachers—various societies of enlarged 
benevolence have been furnished with 
their most zealous and _ successful 
agents—christian churches have re- 
ceived continual additions of such 
as shall be saved, and the benight- 
ed world of heathenism received the 
boon of most devoted missionaries. In 
this way irreligion and vice, infidelity 
and blasphemy will be most effectually 
put down, and the religion of the cross 
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eventually be known by all the ends 
of the earth—may the Lord hasten it 
in his time. 


LANCASTER, OHIO. 
Sir—We established a Sabbath- 
school in this place on the first of the 


I 


1] 








present month, entitled, The Lancas- || 


ter Sunday-school Union, and auxilia- 
ry to the American Sunday-school 
Union. My object in addressing you 
at this time, is to derive information 


as to the best method of managing the | 


institution, and also to know how much, 
if any initiatory fee is required by the 
Parent Institution. Our school con- 
sists of about 100 scholars, with about 


twelve teachers, We shall wantasup- |) 


ply of the necessary books for such 
an institution, and would be glad you 
would put up about 20 dollars worth 
for us, and put the case, directed to 
me, into the care of Messrs. S. Gratz 
& Son, who will forward them to us— 
and send me by mail, a bill of the 
same, and I will remit you the amount. 
Any other facilities you may feel dis- 
posed to render us will be gratefully 
received. 

The inquiries in this short extract 
have been answered by letter, it is 
therefore unnecessary to make any 
observations here. We are much gra- 
tified to hear of the formation of so 
large a school in this section of the 


country. 


MARYLAND SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION. 


Letter from Mr. Thomas W. Hall, Correspond- 
ing Secretary of the Sunday-school Union 
for the State of Maryland, to the Corres- 
ponding Secretary, dated Baltimore, Jan. 13, 
1828. 


Dear Sir—I have put up and shall 
forward to you by the first private 
conveyance, fifty circulars, for the 
schools in this State, auxiliary to the 
American Union, to which you will 
please annex the promised note of 
consent of your Board to the change 
of relationship requested by our 
Union, and give them their proper des- 
unation. Ihave also the pleasure to 











say to you, that the Maryland Union 
has lately made an effort to increase 
their funds, which has been much 
more successful than its friends ex- 
pected; and, I have no doubt, that 
with the means, there will be the dis 
position to make the society extensively 
useful; and, indeed, to more than rea- 
lize the expectations of its benevolent 
founders and supporters. Be pleased 
to furnish me with a list of the schools 
in this State auxiliary to the American 
Union, and with the report of your 
last Annual Meeting. 

I think, with the present organiza 
tion of our Board, that you will be re- 
gularly furnished with its reports, and 
whatever else may be considered use- 
ful or interesting to those engaged in 
Sunday-school institutions. 

With much respect, I am, dear sir, 
yours, &c. 


The Corresponding Secretary has 
sent the circular letter agreed upon, 
to the schools and societies in Mary- 
land, which are now directly auxiliary 


| to the American Sunday-school Union, 
| There may be other small societies in 
| different parts of the United States, 


which would find it more agreeable 
and convenient, to transfer their tm- 


| mediate connexion with the parent so- 


ciety, to some county or town Union 


| in their own district; and as the views 


of the parent society on this subject 


| are expressed in the following circular 


sent to the auxiliaries in Maryland, we 
insert it in this place; remarking, how- 
ever, by the way, that, in general, we 
do not think state societies quite so 
well adapted to answer the ends of the 
friends of Sunday-schools, as county 
Unions, directly auxiliary to the pa- 
rent institution. But we have not time 
at present to add more on this subject. 


CIRCULAR. 


Philadelphia, Feb. 9, 1828. 
To the Secretary of the 
Sir—The object of the present note 





| is to inform your society, that the Sun- 


day-school Union of the state of Mary- 
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Tallahassee, Florida. 


‘April, 








land, has become auxiliary to the 
American Sunday-school Union. 

It is neither the desire nor practice 
of the American Sunday-school Union, 
to interfere, in any manner, with the 
plans and regulations of their auxilia- 
ries: yet, as it is the wish of the Mary- 

Union, to concentrate the efforts 
of all the friends of Sunday-schools in 
the state, and their intention imme- 
diately to adopt those plans, and em- 
ploy those means which give the fair- 
est promise of success to the accom- 
plishment of this object, we most 
cheerfully comply with the request, 
and say that we have no objections to 

our becoming auxiliary to the Mary- 

nd Union: and should you deem it 
—. to adopt this course, you 
will please inform the Corresponding 
Secretary of the American Sunday- 
school Union, and make your annual 
reports to that society through whom 
we shall regularly receive them. 


BUENOS AYRES. 


We have lately given an account of 
the Sabbath-school at Buenos Ayres, 
and now add the following extract of 
a letter from the Rev. Theophilus 
Parvin, written a year ago. 


I have time mercly to say that the 
Sabbath-school in this place, is now 
very much in need of a few dollars 
worth of tickets, reward books, spell- 
ing books, and catechisms. Should 
you send them by the first vessel for 
this port, we should feel much in- 
debted to you, though we cannot pro- 
mise aremittance for them, at least for 
the present. 

The school consists of from 25 to 30 
boys and girls, the children of foreign- 
ers resident here. There are three 
male and three female teachers, all 
professors of religion, and all interest- 
ed in their work. Some of the child- 
ren are remarkably regular in their at- 
tendance, and appear to take much 
satisfaction in its exercises. 

At some future time, I hope to be 
able to write you more in detail. 

Yours in haste, 
Turos. Parvin. 


It will afford the committee plea- 








sure to supply this demand for books, 
&c. as soon as the communication 
shall be opened by the removal of the 
present blockade of the port of Bue- 
nos Ayres. 


YORK COUNTY, ME. 


We have received a letter and re- 
port from an agent in this county, and 
make a short extract. The informa- 
tion communicated is generally’ inte- 
resting, but does not relate so much 
to Sunday-schools as we would have 
desired. 


January 23d, 1828. 

This day commenced the work of 
visiting the Sabbath-schools and Bible 
Classes in the county of York. 

Having attended the ordination of 
Mr. Hanes, at Great Falls, in Somers- 
worth, N. H. I rode to South Ber- 
wick. Inthe evening a meeting was 
attended in the boarding-house of the 
Factory at Salmon Falls, where a Sab- 
bath-school had been attended the last 
summer, and where a Bible Class had 
been recently established. Notice of 
a general nature had been given, and 
about 100 persons assembled. After 
religious exercises, the Bible Class 
were requested to assemble in ano- 
ther room. Twenty-eight persons pre- 
sented themselves, of whom four 
were professors of religion, seven 
were indulging hopes, eight others 
were in distress of mind, leaving but 
nine uninterested. They were all fe- 
males, and mostly young, gathered 
from the surrounding region. The 
course of study is the New Testament 
without note or comment. The influ- 
ences of the Holy Spirit are evidently 
distilling upon this Bible Class, and 
our meeting with them was deeply in- 
teresting. 


TALLAHASSER, FLORIDA. 


This portion of our territory pre- 
sentsa wide and interesting field for be- 
nevolent efforts, and we rejoice at the 
prospect of haying a Sunday-school 
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commence at its seat of government, 
We extract from a letter just received 
from T. by the corresponding secre- 
tary the following:— 

There has recently been established 
in this place a Sunday-school which 
promises to do well, provided the ne- 
cessary books and other stationary re- 
pe for the purpose can be pro- 
cured, at least, it is at this time the 
greatest difficulty to be contended 
with. 


HAGERSTOWN, MD. 


We have made this extract merely 
to remark, that at present our stock of 
books is very large, we can supply all 
orders which may be sent. 


I did not expect when I wrote for 
books a few wecksago that it would be 
necessary to write so soon again, but 
the number of schools in this district of 
country are increasing and joining our 
socicty. 


WARREN COUNTY, PA. 


We have received the report of the 
Warren County Sunday-School Union, 
and make the following extract: 


The first annual mecting of this 
union was held on the second Wednes- 
day of January. From the report of 
four schools (which were all that made 
reports,) we number 20 teachers and 
148 scholars, their recitation of scrip- 
ture verses since last April, (which 
was about the time these schools were 
organized, ) amounts to 25,826. From 
the best information, ten schools have 
been organized in this union; but for 
reasons unknown to us, they made no 
reports of their progress. This union, 
as well as all other religious institu- 
tions, are indeed in their infancy; and 
we labour under many disadvantages, 
and with others, that of being destitute 
of a settled minister within the bounds 
of the union. We have little to com- 
municate that can be encouraging to 
the managers of the parent institution. 
We must, with many others, lament 
that the best interest of these schools 
have been much retarded for the want 
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of pious and faithful teachers. And 
we would ask if there is no effectual 
means that can be used to influence 
those who are calculated to attend to 
this and other important christian du- 
ties, to remove into our new settlements? 
Not for the sake of speculation or to 
lay up earthly treasures, for we have 
many of that character here now. 
Thousands have emigrated to new 
countries for the sake of worldly gain, 
and but very few, if any, for the sake 
of procuring for themselves or others 
a heavenly crown, or laying up trea- 
sures where moth and rust doth not 
corrupt. 

The ideas advanced by M. in the 
Sunday-School Magazine for January, 
correspond with our views on the sub- 
ject of teaching sacred music in Sun- 
day-schools; and one of our superin- 
tendents had suggested the propriety 
of introducing that instruction into his 
school. But the want of suitable 
books containing the rules, &c. was an 
obstacle in the way of prosecuting the 
plan. And we would suggest the pro- 
priety of publishing, as a Sabbath- 
school book, the necessary rules for a 
scholar to learn; and if there were add- 
ed to it a few plain tunes, selected 
from different authors, nothing in our 
opinion would have so direct a ten- 
dency to render Sunday-schools inte- 
resting, or pave the way more effectu- 
ally, to have uniformity in that ani- 
mating part of public worship. And 
its usefulness in our opinion, must be 
next to that ofa knowledge of the word 
of God. The evils expenenced in new 
settled countries for the want of this 
uniformity, can be imagined by those 
only who have seen or heard it; for 
the inhabitants are made up of indi- 
viduals from almost every part of our 
land, and those who have any know- 
ledge of the art have as many different 
ways almost as there are languages. 
So that when that part of worship is 
attempted, it is indeed as M. says, 
more like the confounding of lan- 
guages at Babel than like praising 
God. And it is to the rising genera- 
tion that we can with any degree of 
propriety look for a remedy of these 
evils. 

That we may be guided by the un- 
erring wisdom of God into every duty, 
and that Sunday-schools may become 
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more and more a powerful engine to || 


pave the way for the universal reign 
of the Messiah is our ardent prayer. 





GREEN CASTLE, PA. 

The following is an extract from a 
letter to the Corresponding Secretary 
which accompanied the constitution of 
the Sunday-school Society at the 
above named place. 


Not to detain you with introducto- 
ry remarks, I would state briefly, 
there are many here, and the writer 


among the rest, who say, in relation to | 


the operations of the American Sun- 
day-school Union, the Lord bless you. 
What could we say more to express 
our approbation of the system, and 
our desires for its success? 

We are still endeavouring to do 
something in aid of the blessed object. 
Our state is yet in its infancy. Much 
strength must be acquired before the 
prayers of our heart can be fulfilled in 
this region. We have looked up to 
heaven and taken our feeble steps. 
The arm of a Divine Parent, we trust, 
will keep us from falling, and lead us 
on, until vigour and maturity be at- 
tained. Already, in several instances, 
I have been delighted to see the 
spreading interest, and to witness in 
the persons to whom it has extended, 


a growth from indifference to deep | 


engagedness. Their eyes have seen, 
their minds are convinced, their hearts 


are warmed; their hands are stretched | 
forth, and the Sabbath-school has in | 


them devoted friends—may their 


friendship be as permanent as the ob- | 
ject on which it rests is pure. Among | 


our attempts has been the formation 
of the Green Castle Union. You have 
our constitution enclosed. You have 


also thirty dollars, three of these we | 


intend for payment of our admission 
fee as an auxiliary to the Parent Insti- 
tution. 


For the American Sunday-School Magazine. 
INFLUENCE OF YOUTH. 
During a ministry of a quarter of a 
century, I have been much tried, and 
have witnessed the trials of many pi- 


ous parents, on account of the levity | 


? 
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and folly of youth generally, from 14 
to 22. That period of seven or eight 
years, which seals the destiny of so 
many for time and eternity, causes 
more anxiety to the pious of my ac- 
quaintance than any other period. It 
may not be so in other sections of the 
country. [ hope itis not. But within 
the circle of my acquaintance, the 
the fact is glaring. At that period, 
the young, even when nurtured up 
with much care, seem to commence a 
new course of action. They feel at- 
tachments before unknown, and are 
tenderly alive to every thing which 
affects their reputation among their 
companions. ‘Their imagination is 
glowing with enjoyments near at hand, 
and with prospects as unreal as those 
which crowd the romances of Arabia. 
They expect soon to dwell in the pa- 
radise of their fancy, and therefore, 
they are full of fanciful preparations 
for their paradise. 

Too often do they feel too old to be 
systematically instructed any longer. 
All. religious instruction becomes irk- 
some. In the house of God and other 
places of social worship, they indulge 
the roving of desire, of the eye, and of 
the imagination, in preference to the 
sacred services of the sanctuary. And 
when they meet their companions, 
the whole time is filled with frivolous 
discourse, or plans of amusement. 
Often do they commit all evil, even 
before the face of Jehovah. Often do 
they pollute his consecrated day and 
render their sins two-fold more hein- 
ous than they are on other days, 
Thus is the Sabbath abused to multi- 
ply their sins, and ripen them for ruin. 
The effect of this conduct on children 
of younger years is clearly percepti- 
ble. They learn to despise what 
others neglect, and wish for the time, 
when they too shall cast off the irk- 
some shackles of restraint and in- 
struction, and enter upon those en- 
joyments, which appear to afford so 
much pleasure to their superiors in 
age, 

The sorrowful result of the whole 
is that children are restless; youth be- 
come engrossed in vain pleasures, if 
not in such as are criminal; and, in the 
end, they grieve the hearts of the 

ious, and generally settle down for 
life without hope in God, and with 
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very few, if any qualifications, for the 
duties of their stations. Hence their 
beginning as heads of families is a pre- 
sage of a life without religion, a pos- 
terity more degencrate than them- 
selves, and an eternity of ruin and wo, 
I would, by no means intimate, 
much less would I. affirm, that such is 
the course of all the youth within the 
circle of my acquaintance. The fact 
is otherwise. There are many honour- 
able exceptions. Many parents so 
walk before their household, that 
their children delight to follow them; 
and numbers, in times of refreshing 
from the presence of the Lord, actual- 
ly “ forsake the foolish, and live and 
walk in the way of understanding.” 
But how shall youth of the ages I 
have specified, generally and univer- 
sally be induced to turn their atten- 
tion to the immensely important sub- 
ject of the gospel and salvation dur- 


ing that most interesting period of | 


their existence. ‘This is the question 
which I desire very much to sce an- 
swered. 

One thing, however, I will beg 
leave to state, as bearing favourably 
on this subject; and I state it with 
more confidence, because I have seen 
its operation for a season, It is this— 
that youth, during the specified pe- 
riod, may be so connected with a Sab- 
bath-school, as to combine their influ- 
ence, and bring it to bear upon each 
other, and upon the classes of young- 
er scholars. In the year 1827, I had 
the satisfaction of seeing this effected 
to a considerable extent: so far, as to 
engage three-fourths of the members, 


and much more than that amount of 


the influence of the youth of a parti- 
cular congregation. This continues 
during the winter; but how long it 
will continue is uncertain. Many trem- 
ble lest the influence of this ungodly 
world will counteract what Has been 
so auspiciously begun. There is need 
of additional light on this subject, and 
I should feel greatly indebted to any 
one who would state any facts which 
could teach, in any degree, how to 
gain and secure a salutary influence 
over the minds of youth, during the 
most critical and important period of 
their earthly existence. 
Hopervt. 


Monigomery Co. (N. J.) Feb. 19. 














NEW AND EASY PLAN OF USEFULNESS. 
In every mill place a vessel which 
will receive donations in grain. Leta 
label be placed upon this vessel, stat- 
ing to what object the donations shall 
be appropriated. A little contributed 
by every farmer, would do much for 
the cause of the Redeemer and injure 
no one. This plan came to mind af- 
ter I saw an Indian woman stand alone 
and weep, and heard her say, ‘* Jam 
poor, and have no husband, and can- 
not get my children into the Mission- 

school.” Bruce, 





EARLY RELIGIOUS TEACHING. 
The following interesting remarks 
are selected from a volume, entitled, 
‘Remains of N. A. Haven, Esq.” late- 


ly published. We know nothing of 


the theological opinions of the author. 
The remarks we extract are valuable 
in themselves, and are taken from an 
address to Sunday-school teachers, de- 
H. in the 


livered at Portsmouth, N. 
month of April, 1823. 


Necessity of awakening attention.— 
In commencing the religious education 
of a child, our first object should be to 
awaken his attention; till this be ef- 
fected, all other labours are useless. 
The ground must be prepared; the 
soil must be stirred up and loosened, 
before the seed can be cast in, with 
any hope of vegetation. While the 
mind of a child is sluggish and inert— 
while his thoughts are roying and un- 
fixed—we can do nothing, we can say 
nothing that will make any permanent 
impression. And here lies the grand 
difficulty of our employment, as we 
have all experienced. How then is 
the mind of a child to be excited? 
What instruments within our reach are 
of sufficient force to break the clod 
and lay it open to the sun? An atten- 
tive observation of the habits of chil- 
dren in the intercourse of common life, 
will probably suggest an answer. 
Children are always engaged with the 
pursuits and occupations of men. 
They delight to watch their parents 
in their daily employments, and to 
imitate their labours. One great cause 
of the repugnance which children ge- 
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nerally feel to schools and learning, is, |} rect religious instruction. I do not 


that schools and learning are for chil- 
dren only. Men and women are en- 
d in active employments; and 
while children are at school, a broad 
line of distinction is drawn between 
them and the rest of the community. 
Hence, they are impatient of instruc- 
tion. They long to pass over the line, 
and to mingle in the cares and pur- 
suits that engage the attention of those 
who are above them. This principle 
of imitation we may turn ‘to good ac- 
count. We must be in earnest our- 
selves. The pursuit of religious know- 
ledge, and the acquisition of religious 
habits, must be a part of our daily em- 
ployments. We must strive and la- 
bour, if we would prompt ¢hem to 
exertion. If, inall that we say and do, 
we show a deep conviction of the im- 
portance of religion, they will gradu- 
ally learn to think it important. But 
our religion must not be a languid re- 
etition of serious thoughts and _so- 
linia phrases. Children judge more 
from the eye and the tone of voice, 
than from the words. If we do not 
fecl ourselves, we can never make 
them feel. 

Necessity of gaining the affections.— 
We must win the affection of the child; 
we must acquire his confidence. In- 
struction must come with the smile of 
friendship, not the sternness of autho- 
rity. 1 do not mean that decorum and 
dignity should not be preserved; that 
order should not be enforced; that im- 
proper familiarities should not be re- 
pressed ;—for all this is consistent with 
the most perfect confidence and love : 
but the child should feel that he is un- 
der the control of a friend; he should 
be persuaded that you take an interest 
in his welfare; that you are anxious for 


‘his improvement; that you are affec- 


tionately, and zealously, and perse- 
veringly labouring for his benefit. As 
soon as you have produced this con- 
viction, your point is gained. Chil- 
dren are naturally open and confiding ; 
and they will scarcely attempt to con- 
ceal their thoughts and emotions from 
those whom they thus know to be their 
friends. 

If you have been so happy as to suc- 
ceed thus far; if you have excited the 
attention and gained the confidence of 
your pupil, the way is prepared for di- 








mean that no religious instruction 
should be given, till you are certain 
the mind is awakened and the affec- 
tions won: but I mean that no direct 
religious instruction can be given with 
much hope of success, till these ob- 
jects are effected; and, therefore, that 
all our exertions should at first be di- 
rected to the attainment of these ob- 
Jects. 

The essential principles of Christi- 
anity are few, plain, and simple. It 
was the peculiar blessing of the poor, 
in the time of our Saviour, that to them 
the gospel was preached. It there- 
fore contained nothing beyond’ their 
apprehension. They were not per- 
plexed with metaphysical subtilties, 
and nice distinctions, and elaborate 
creeds. ‘They were taught their du- 
ties in plain precepts or engaging pa- 
rables; and the sanctions of religion, 
the rewards and punishments annexed 
to the performance or neglect of their 
duties, were placed before them, under 
striking figures indeed, but in a man- 
ner too plain to be misunderstood. Our 
Saviour and his apostles gave their in- 
structions, adapted always to the cir- 
cumstances and character, and even 
the local situation of those whom they 
addressed. ‘They constantly took ad- 
vantage of present objects, and pass- 
ing events, to associate religious truth 
with the common affairs of life. It 
was the fowls of the air, and the lilies 
of the field, that were to inspire con- 
fidence in God; it was the well of Sa- 
maria, under a sultry sky, that sug- 
gested the fountain of living waters, 
*‘of which, whosoever drinketh shall 
never thirst;”? it was the Isthmian 
games that were to teach the Corin- 
thians the value of persevering ener- 
gy. Moral truth that is thus associated 
with natural objects, or with human 
actions of frequent recurrence, is rarely 
forgotten. It becomes a subject of 
daily thought, and is wrought into the 
very texture of the mind. It should 
therefore be our aim, in the instruction 
we give to children, to imitate our own 
great Instructer. We should teach 
them as he taught us. 





THE SCHOOL REMEMBERED. 
A short time ago, a young man en- 
tered our school, to appearance a per- 
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fect stranger. On being interrogated, 
he stated, that he merely came to visit 
the school in which he had formerly 
been a scholar. About seven years 
ago he left England and went to Paris, 
where he had settled; but that frequent- 
ly, in that foreign clime, the Sabbath- 
school recurred to his thoughts. The 
kind instructions which he had receiv- 
ed, the privileges he had enjoyed, the 
advantages he had derived, were often 
present to his mind, and he felt how 
ill he had requited his teachers for 
their labour and trouble. He said he 
could not resist the inclination he had 
to visit his Sunday-school once more, 
and owned that he should not have 
been happy and comfortable without 
doing so; and, that he should long re- 
member the kind instructions received 
there. He parted from the superinten- 
dent much affected.—London Teach- 
er’s Magazine. 


THE PASSIONATE MOTHER. 


Many instances we have, That out 
of the mouths of babes and sucklings 
od is perfecting praise. On one oc- 
casion, as the superintendent was ad- 
dressing the children upon the happi- 
ness of those who fear God, and the 
misery of such as do wickedly, a little 
gil wept. Her teacher inquired into 
the cause of her uneasiness. At first 
she said her head ached, but upon be- 
ing asked whether that was the only 
cause of her weeping, she said that she 
was crying about her mother. ‘That 
she was afraid that God would not let 
her mother go to heaven, for she was 
assionate, and swore often; that she 
d talked to her mother, and told her 
it was very wrong, and that she prayed 
for her mother—Eng. Rep. 





“ony” THIS. 


An elderly judicious friend has been 
appointed visiter to the teachers, 
whose business is to visit the absen- 
tees, to inquire the cause of their ab- 
sence, and to administer encourage- 
ment or reproof, as the case may re- 
quire. Such an appointment, where 
teachers are prone to absent them- 
selves from school, cannot but be use- 


VoL. V.—14 








——— 


ful if attended to with kindness and 
prudence. We have opened a prayer 
meeting for the senior scholars; to 
which the boys and girls are invited 
every alternate Sabbath. The devo- 
tional services are conducted by teach- 
ers appointed for the occasion. Many 
of the children have for some time con- 
tributed to the Missionary Society, 
which they do very cheerfully, al- 
though the thing is left quite optional. 
We have great pleasure in stating that 
four of our teachers have been admit- 
ted into church-fellowship, and anoth- 
er who came amongst us a fatherless, 
friendless boy, has passed through all 
the gradations of a scholar, has recent- 
ly been received as a teacher, and is 
likely also to be added to the church. 
May they, each and all of them, prove 
themselves worthy the privileges of 
Christ’s kingdom.—Jbid, 





PRESENT REWARD. 


About a year ago, there was a boy, 
whose conduct was so bad, and he 
seemed to be so hardened to all ad- 
monition and warning, that the teach- 
ers, seeing no hope of any amendment, 
(and his example prevailing all round 
like an infectious disease,) to prevent 
further evil, and for the good of others, 
we thought it right, (though it was a 
painful task,) to expel him from the 
school. After he had been deprived 
for some time, he returned, soliciting 
to be taken in again, and promising 
amendment of conduct. Out of love 
for his better part, it was thought right 
that he should be re-admitted, but for 
some time there appeared little 
of hope. We have, however, to bless 
God, that at length there seemed some 
token of good, and an inclination after 
the means of grace. One of our teach- 
ers, who, by the providence of God, 
was labouring under severe affliction, 
being for some time detained from 
school, this boy inquired the reason of 
the teacher’s absence. He was in- 
formed that he was confined at home 
by severe affliction. The lad, of his 
own accord, visited him, and after 
spending some time he proposed to 
engage in prayer, to the great astonish- 
ment and comfort of the teacher.— 
Ibid. 
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4 BRIEF INQUIRY AS TO THE CAUSE 
WHY WE, AS SUNDAY-SCHOOL TEACH- 
ERS, SEE 60 LITTLE SUCCESS ATTEND- 
ING OUR LABOURS. 


_ Dear Fellow Teachers—My chief 
aim, in addressing a few lines to you, 
18, to awaken in your breasts an inqui- 
ry as to the cause of so little fruit, 
epenging from our labours, among 

e children of Sabbath-schools. Per- 
haps many will be for passing my re- 
marks over by saying, we know well 
what is the cause:—it is the natural 
depravity of the children’s minds—it 
is their moral degradation, and their 
mental incapacity for receiving in- 
struction. These certainly present 
very formidable barriers against their 
receiving those truths which are able 
to make them wise unto salvation, 
and it is moreover declared, that the 
natural man receiveth not the things 
of the Spirit of God, because they are 
foolishness unto him. But let me re- 
mind by fellow teachers, that God has 
promised his Holy Spirit to those that 
ask it, and however low the child may 
be sunk in the scale of moral degrada- 
tion, or mental incapacity, our God 
has declared that whosoever cometh 
unto him he will in no wise cast out. 
What then, I ask, is the reason why 
we see 80 little success attending our 
Jabours? Has there not been an awful 
carelessness, on our parts, as to the 
souls of the young immortals under 
our care? Has the God of all grace 
witnessed our fervent petitions on 
their behalf? or rather, has he not 
witnessed our great deficiency in this 

t? Have we not entered the 
Sunday-school, on a Sabbath morning, 
without imploring Almighty God to 
bless our instructions to the salvation 
of the souls of those committed to our 
care? Have we not forgot the value 
of the soul, and that in each breast is 
a a soul equally precious 
with our own, which will dwell, for 
ever and ever, either in endless bliss 
orwo? And have we not, moreover, 
forgot that at the last great day of ac- 
counts we shall be called to answer 
for our neglect or improvement of 
the hours devoted to the instruction 
of these dear children? And if we 
have not f these most important 
things, have we not acted as if we 








wished to forget them? The reason 
then, I conceive, why we have so lit- 
tle success attending our labours, is 
because we have neglected the means 
appointed; we have been dull and 
careless, and indifferent in the school, 
neglecting to apply for help where, and 
where alone, it can be obtained, name- 
ly, at a footstool of mercy, through 
the merits of a crucified Saviour, and 
thereby we have insulted the great 
Captain of our salvation. Now, my 
fellow teachers, let me address a few 
lines of exhortation. Let me awaken 
in your breasts a sense of your sad de- 
ficiency during your past lives, and a 
determination to do all in your power 
for the salvation of immortal souls, and 
the glory of our Redeemer. To this 
end then, be constant at the footstool 
of mercy on behalf of the dear chil- 
dren; never, O never, enter the Sun- 
day-school without (in an especial 
manner) imploring Jehovah’s blessing 
on your weak endeavours; cease not 
to warn them to flee from the wrath 
to come; press upon their minds their 
lost state, as sinners, and their need 
of a Saviour, and tell them that the 
commands of our God are not griev- 
ous, but that they are joyous; and let 
them sce, by your own example, by 
your own walk and conversation, that 
you yourself believe what you incul- 
cate on their minds, to be true. O! 
what a happy scene would be pre- 
sented to our view on a Sabbath morn- 
ing, if each teacher, when he entered 
the threshold of the school, were to 
come with a right sense of the value 
of the soul, with a determination, by 
the help of his God, to do all in his 
power for its salvation. What! is it 
possible for a rational creature to at- 
tempt to teach others, and to incuk 
cate the observance of the commands 
of the Bible, when he himself is 
not experimentally acquainted with 
those truths? What folly! what mad- 
ness! for one possessed of an immortal 
and never-dying soul, to attempt to 
teach others how to escape everlasting 
burning, and neglect, nay, refuse the 
offered grace so freely presented in 
the person of Jesus Christ. Methinks 
Ihear ‘* the angel standing with one 
foot on sea and one on solid land, de- 
claring that time shall be no longer.” 
What a momentous thought! Come 














. m ite yl oa ae 
a oy alia 







raze pig 
Nid <(-ee meeNNS © 
Ree ae hs a ere 


my aati Pon BSF ley 

ise Saitama BODES ality 

can By Rie, aad loe 
| GOR ES 


1828. 





Sunday-school Teachers. 107 
—== 





ye Sunday-school teachers, come to 
judgment, come to receive your final 
sentence; either come ye blessed, or 
depart ye cursed; come to joy in hea- 
ven, or wo in hell! What an awful 
consideration for a Sunday-school 
teacher to fall short at last. What a 
delightful, what a rapturous one, on 
the other hand, for a Sunday-school 
teacher, to meet the approving smiles 
of his God, and to join in the hallelu- 
jahs, of the redeemed, to the Lamb. 
Remember then, my friends, time is 
but asa meteor glare which bids us to 
prepare for eternity; 


It is the season fair of living well— 
The path to glory or the path to hell. 


As time then is so short, and is so 
rapidly passing away, and hurrying us 
to the grave, we should be careful to 
redeem it, looking forward to the pe- 
riod when it shall be said unto us— 
give an account of thy stewardship for 
thou mayest be no longer steward. 
Improve then the present—devote 
yourselves afresh to the service of 
your Maker—think on that awful pas- 
sage of Scripture which says, the har- 
vest is past, the summer is ended, and 
ye are not saved: pray to God that it 
might never be applicable to your case, 
but that he would inspire in your 
breasts a holy zeal for the salvation of 
immortal souls, and let that be your 
first, your chief aim, in all your ser- 
vices in the Sabbath-school. Contem- 
plate the condescension of Jehovah in 
deigning to accept the services of such 
weak creatures; think of the worth of 
an immortal soul, and the happiness 
to be realized in being the humble in- 
strument, in God’s hand, of saving 
such a soul. What! will the God of 
all e, who sent his son into the 
world to save sinners, deign to employ 
me, a worthless, vile, and guilty sin- 
ner? will he condescend to accept my 
services in leading sinners to his foot- 
stool, and directing them to the Lamb 
of God, who taketh away the sins of 
the world? And shall I grow weary in 
well doing ?—shall I neglect to im- 
— each returning Sabbath to his 

onour and glory? No, methinks I 
hear each of my fellow teachers say, 
we will work while it is called to-day 
—we will devote ourselves afresh, 
now at the commencement of another 





| year—unto the service of our God— 





we have too long remained as cumber 
ers of the ground in the vineyard of 
our God—we will show forth our gra- 
titude for past mercies by our increas- 
ed zeal and activity in the service of 
our Maker and our Redeemer for the 
future. Let it not then be a momen- 
tary excitement, but may the God of 
all grace grant that you may pursue 
steadily that happy, that delightful 
path of an efficient Sunday-school 
teacher.* And O, then, forsake not the 
assembling of yourselves together for 


| prayer, be constant at the footstool of 





mercy, imploring the aid of your God 
on our instructions, beseeching him to 
pour out his Holy Spirit upon your 
own souls, and the souls of the chil- 
dren under your care. And recollect 


| that the knowledge which you possess 


was not given you by the Spirit of 
Wisdom, for the purpose of solitary 
speculation, but that you might impart 
it to others. The abhorrence of sin, 
which you feel, was not formed with- 
in you that you might merely weep 
over it in secret places, but that you 
might reprove it and strive against it 


in every possible form. That affection 








to the Redeemer, which you delight 
to cherish, was not formed within you 


| that you might satisfy yourselves with 


thinking on his name, but that you 
might honour him by activity in his 
cause, and that you might serve him in 
all holy obedience all the days of your 
lives. In this way your experience of 
the power and sweetness of divine 
truth will be extended by your exhibi- 
tion of it to others; your repentance 
will be deepened by your striving 
against sin, and warning and entreat- 
ing others to forsake it. And consider 
how God will be glorified when the 
disobedient are turned to the wisdom 
of the just, and when virtué gains the 
hearts of the young, and when iniqui- 
ty, as ashamed, shall hide its head, 
Let it not then, for the future, be said 
that the cause why so little fruit pro- 
ceeds from our labours is on account 
of our lukewarmness, carelessness, or 
indifference; but may our very souls 
yearn over the souls, the never-dying 
souls of the poor children under our 
care. Then shall we realize a happi- 
ness, which the delusive pleasures of 
this world can never give, nor its dis- 
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appointments alloy;—if we, while en- 
deavouring to promote the everlasting 
welfare of others, are brought to have 
a more humble sense of our undone 
state as sinners, a more firm reliance 
on the merits of a crucified Saviour, 
and more exalted conceptions of his 
ability and willingness to save to the ut- 
termost all them that come unto him 
by faith. And may the God of mercy 
condescend to bless our labours, in an 
abundant manner, to the salvation of 
our own souls, and the souls of the 
dear children under our care.—L.Mag. 





CRAWFORD COUNTY, PA. 
To the Corresponding Secretary of the Ameri- 
can Sunday-School Union. 

Dear Sir,—During the last year I 
have travelled several hundred miles 
as a missionary agent of the American 
Sunday-School Union; preached of- 
ten to the destitute; visited many Sab- 
bath-schools, and made numerous ad- 
dresses in reference to these institu- 
tions, which, like the sun emergin 
from the east, are continuall heck. 
ding more and more of the light of 
heaven upon the world—a sure and 
soul comforting guarantee, that they 
are destined, in providence, tobecome 
not the least efficient instrument for 
filling the earth with the knowledge, 
the love, and the practice of the truth. 

It has been my object to organize a 
new Sabbath-school wherever mate- 
rials could be found, even if there 
were, as in some instances has been 
the case, scarcely more than half a 
dozen learners and one teacher; yet, 
as the region of my operations has 
been so frequently and fully explored, 
and minutely divided into Sabbath- 
school districts in former years, I have 
added six only to the number of these 
establishments. My time has been 
principally occupied in the endeavour 
to stimulate those superintendents, 
teachers, and learners already embark- 
ed in the Sabbath-school enterprise, to 
greater diligence and engagedness ; 
and, especially to re-animate not a few 
of these benevolent institutions, once 
flourishing like the cedars of Lebanon, 
but sinking into Laodicean lukewarm- 
ness; and, in some instances, nearly 
extinct for want of that feeling sense 
of their utility and importance—indis- 








pensable to their continuance, growth 
and vigour. 

Amid the privations and fatigue of 
excursions over roads, if such they 
may be called, which threaten the 
limbs of man and beast, and in passing 
from one settlement toanother,through 
deserts rendered frightful to the be- 
nighted traveller, by the screeches of 
the panther and the howlings of the 
wolf, there are comforts which more 
than counterbalance these and other 
discouragements in the Sabbath-school 
missionary employment. At the hum- 
ble cabin of the Redeemer’s friends I 
am always greeted with a cordial wel- 
come. Joy poem in the ruddy 
countenances of the youthful portion 
of the family, and an examination into 
their progress in the knowledge of the 
scriptures induces the hope, that they 
are preparing for eminent usefulness, 
and this hope is greatly increased, 
when here and there one is discovered, 
by a blessing from the Holy Spirit 
upon Sabbath-school instruction, to 
have commenced upon earth the song, 
which is never to end in heaven. Then, 
to repair to the lowly log-built Sabbath- 
school edifice, how pleasing to witness 
the faithfulness of the teachers and the 
improvement of the taught—and what 
a luxury to distribute as the almoner 
of christian philanthropists, among the 
almost enraptured youths, religious 
tracts replete with me s of peace 
from that God and Saviour whom they 
have been there instructed to know, 
to love, and to adore; especially when 
it is recollected that such communica- 
tions, in this destitute region, have 
sometimes led to awakening, convic- 
tion, and conversion—and to the edi- 
fication and comfort of multitudes— 
far removed from the spiritual privi- 
leges which were once in their posses- 
sion, or within their reach; but, as is 
often lamented, now seldom to be en- 


joyed. 


There has been but little direct op- 
position in any part of my extensive 
field of labour, during its nine years’ 
continuance; yet I have often had oc- 
casion to regret, in some individuals, a 
sickening apathy, or a coldness which 
chills like the icebergs of Greenland, 
where one might have reasonably 


hoped for co-operation, a lively inte- 
rest, and even the zeal of a seraph, 
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It is painful to witness in any who pro- 
fess to receive the Bible as the book 
of God, even indifference relative to 
that system of instruction which seems 
so happily to meet the command of our 
ascended Chieftain, when he says, suf- 
fer little children to come unto me and 
‘forbid them not; and again, when he 
says, feed my lambs, the rising hope of 
that kingdom, which is not of this 
world. Whatever faith in the gospel 
any may pretend, something must be 
radically at variance with their pre- 
tensions, if they cherish no friendship 
for that system of instruction, which 
may be viewed as one of the brightest 
glories of the present age—which has 
the loud, increasing, unqualified, com- 
mendation and applause of the most 
ardent lovers of religion pure and un- 
defiled in every part of christendom— 
and which the thrones and dominions, 
the principalities and powers, in the 
ranks of the heaven of heavens, would 
rejoice to superintend, to foster, and 
to direct. 

Although it has never been my un- 
happiness to fail in establishing a Sab- 
bath-school, when favoured with an 
opportunity to explain its design and 
multifarious beneficial effects; yet, not- 
withstanding institutions of this kind 
have been so multiplied, and are so lo- 
cated as to afford facilities for attend- 
ing them to every child of competent 
age in Crawford and Warren, there are 
hundreds in these counties who do not 
avail themselves of the privilege gra- 
tuitously offered, and tenderly, and 
earnestly, and reiteratedly urged. 

If the reason for this sad neglect be 
asked, the answer is, some parents are 
dead to their own spiritual interest, 
and, of course, equally dead to that of 
their offspring. Hence, they lend no 
helping hand in this labour of love, 
and have no disposition to encourage, 
nor even to permit their children to re- 
pair to these pools of Bethesda, where 
the angel of the covenantis ever waiting 
to heal and to bless. A more explicit 
answer may be found in the wicked- 
ness, ignorance, and prejudice of those 
who ought to be the first to promote 
the establishment and welfare of such 
institutions, but who retard their mul- 
uplication, or are a barrier to their 
continuance. As the result of some ex- 
perience I may be indulged with this 











remark; where parents take a friendly 
and lively interest in these little gospel 
seminaries, they always sueceerl, for 
rare is the instance in which children 
are not eager to attend them, in all 
these back-woods settlements, if they 
are favoured with the least counte- 
nance in those to whom they are in 
duty bound to look. 

As it is irksome to hear, so it is to 
state objections to that glorious under- 
taking for the moral and religious in- 
struction of the rising generation, 
which is prominent among the unpre- 
cedented benevolent characteristics of 
the present day, and which is desi 
in the councils on high, for 
ling in the most ample form, that pre- 
diction so full of meaning, oa 
Daniel when he was inspired to 
forward through the long vista of time 
to the happy era now dawning upon 
the world, in which he declares, knew- 
ledge shall be increased. 

It is no doubt proper sometimes to 
notice the dark, as well as the li 
shades of that picture which all the 
truly christian world admires. I will, 
therefore, briefly mention, with a few 
remarks, such objections as are occa- 
sionally offered on my peregrinations, 
in excuse, on the part of some, for do- 
ing little or nothing in aid of the Sab- 
bath-school cause. 

1. It is wrong to teach children how 
to read upon the Sabbath, because it 
is a violation of that sacred day; yet 
works of necessity and mercy are al- 
lowed by the highest authority in hely 
time. If the Bible contains the only 
heaven-chartered plan of salvation, 
what can be more necessary thana full 
knowledge of it, and what mercy in 
the power of man to exhibit can be 
greater, than that of leading his young, 
ignorant, depraved, neglected fellow 
mortals to this inexhaustible fountain 
of mercy’? But what shall the mission- 
ary say to those parents offering this 
objection, who, having no op j 
to send their children to a week 
school, take no pains to teach them 
the art of reading on the Sabbath, nor 
on any other day of the week—suffer. 
ing them to ey up as ignorant of the 
Bible and of all written language, as 
the tawny natives of the western wil- 
derness’ Besides, while but a small 
portion of the Sabbath-school labouris 
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devoted to this parti , in order that 
the uninstructed may at length be en- 


abled to read the word of God, how | 
| the former, sometimes casts a deaden- 


many ious lessons, such as they 
never learn at home, might be stamp- 
ed nee their minds, never to be ef- 
faced by the instrumentality of the 
pious teacher, if they were not forbid- 
den to attend. 

2. It is wrong to gees time in com- 
mitting ions of scripture to me- 

on Fhe Sabbath or ae other day, 
because it will render the sacred ora- 
cles sc familiar as to destroy their so- 
lemnity; and, on the same principle, 
says this objector, it is wrong to make 
the Bible a reading book in any school 
—a strange objection!—the very anti- 
podes of the belief and practice which 
prevailed among the New England 
itans in their best days, and among 

all other protestants when in the zenith 
of their spiritual glory, and worthy 
only of those who maintain that ig- 
norance is the mother of devotion, or 
of a bull thundering from the Vatican. 

3. Children will profane the Sabbath 
by playing as they go to the Sabbath- 
school, and as they return from it. 
Thenletthe same measures be adopted 
in this case as in repairing to the house 
of God. Let parents, or some of the 
elder members of the family accom- 

any all such ill bred children, and aid 
in their Sabbath-school instruction, or 
yee what they may hear and learn. 

4. The time spent in going several 
miles to a Sabbath-school and return- 
ing from it might be better spent in 
learning at home. If it might, there 
is much reason to fear that it seldom 
is. Besides, well instructed Sabbath- 
school learners are occupied in pon- 
dering upon the sacred lessons they 
have studied, while walking to their 
Sabbath-school, and in profitable me- 
ditations by the way, on what they 
have been taught as they return. 

5. The teachers in their explana- 
tions of the Bible and other instruc- 
tions, may inculcate erroneous doc- 
trines. Let parents often visit these 
institutions and judge for themselves, 
and, when their fears are realized, let 
them see that better teachers be em- 
ployed. 

6. If a Sabbath-school has been es- 
tablished by the exertions of a minis- 
ter of one christian denomination, 








among children of parents of several 
different denominations, a minister of 
a denomination different from that of 


ing damp upon the institution by 
some remark, and all, under his influ- 
ence, though in the full tide of im- 
provement and giving satisfaction and 
delight to their parents, suddenly 
withdraw. ‘The great objection is, 
that the Sabbath-school was not estab- 
lished by the latter. Why then did 
he neglect his duty? O! that the 
time may come, when all denomina- 
tions holding the great essentials of 
religion shall feel as did Abraham, 
when he said to Lot, let there be no 
strife, I pray thee, between me and 
thee, for we are brethren—and when 
all shall see eye to eye! 

7. If ministers are encouraged to 
form Sabbath-schools—to go from one 
part of the country to another—and 
from house to house—to speak of the 
advantages of these institutions, and to 
induce people to patronise them, they 
will acquire such a degree of popu- 
larity, that, if they should be nomi- 
nated for a seat in the legislature of 
the state or nation, every body would 
vote for them. The minister who loves 
his Lord and Master, and whose great- 
est delight is to feed his sheep and 
lambs, would prefer a pulpit, though 
the heavens were his only canopy, to 
a throne, and the task of conducting 
young immortals from earth to hea- 
ven, to all the honours and emoluments 
of any legislative hall. 

8. The tracts distributed as rewards, 
may contain something about the de- 
crees of God, election, predestination, 
reprobation, perseverance of the saints, 
and the like; or they may be filled in 
part with Watts’ Psalms and Hymns. 
The tracts* used, are published with 
the unanimous approbation of five dis- 
tinguished ministers of the gospel, of 
five different denominations, Presby- 
terian, Episcopalian, Baptist, Metho- 
dist, and Moravian. If those actuated 
by prejudice, and ignorant of the na- 
ture and effects of Sabbath-school in- 
struction, would candidly attend to 
the subject, such objections as the 





* The writer refers to those printed 
by the American Tract Society.—£d. 
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foregoing would soon cease to exist, | time recommended by the National 
and many who now view this mode of | S.S. Union for the Sabbath-school con- 
doing good with a suspicious eye, | 


would feel as the aged saint in the 
anecdote which was published in the 
last annual report of the American 
Sunday-school Union, page 74. 

These objections, in general, are 
confined to a small portion of our po- 
pulation, and they have been answer- 
ed again and again and in full—some- 
times with, and sometimes without ef- 


fect. This may suffice for the sombre | 


shades of our back-woods Sabbath- 
school scenery. 


Our Crawford County Sabbath. | 
school Union Library is a most impor- | 
tant coadjutor in sustaining the life | 


and heathful functions of many of the 
fifty-eight Sabbath-schools in Craw- 
ford County. It consists of three hun- 


dred and fifty-six volumes, the fruit of 


kind benefactions, and they are dili- 
gently used in all parts of the county 
by those holding fifty-eight life-shares 
in this literary and religious treasure. 
A considerable number of adults have 
entered our Sabbath-schools, as learn- 
ers, with a view ultimately to attain a 
privilege of no small value in a new 
country where few books are to be 
found. To show something of the es- 
timation in which this library is held, 
it may be stated that a youth, who, by 
his attention to the Bible, had obtain- 
ed a life-share in it, and who had an 
advantageous offer of employment in 
Ohio, fifty miles from Meadville, was 
unwilling to accept it, because he 
thought he should not be able at that 
distance to draw his books. The diffi- 
culty, however, was obviated by an 
arrangement with the stage driver 
who regularly carries him his books, 
and he has the benefit of his new situ- 
ation and the means of continual men- 
tal improvement. 

The Sabbath-school monthly con- 
cert of prayer, I trust, will hereafter 
be better attended, and become more 
interesting, while it will give a new im- 
petus to the industry of learners, from 
the unanimous adoption of the follow- 
ing resolution, offered at the fifth an- 
niversary meeting of the C.C. S. S. 
Union, on the second day of this 
month, to wit: 

“Resolved, that on the second 

y in each revolving month, the 











certof prayerand extensively observed, 
there be an exercise of the earners in 
each Sabbath-school in this County 
Union, consisting in a review of what 
may have been learned during the 
previous month, and in such other ex- 
ercises as their superintendents and 
teachers may prescribe.” 
Your respectful fellow labourer, 
TIMOTHY ALDEN. 





MASSACHUSETTS. 
To the Corresponding Secretary. 


Accompanying this, I forward the 
Christian Watchman, containing an ac- 
count of the “ quarterly meeting of Sab- 
bath-school teachers,’ held on the even 
ing of Monday, 6th instant. It was a 
meeting of peculiar interest, and there 
was evidence of a deep feeling on the 
minds and hearts of all present, in 
view of the solemn responsibility rest- 
ing on Sabbath-school teachers, more 


| especially as to the duty of labouring 


and praying for the present conver- 


_ sion of the children. 


My immediate object in forwarding 


_ this, is to call your attention to the 





remarks of Mr. Bullard, the agent of 
our State Union, the sentiments of 
which you may, if your views coin- 
cide with my own, consider of suffi- 
cient importance, to be presented be- 
fore the minds of the great body of 
teachers to which your ‘* Sunday- 
school Magazine” has access. The 
closing resolution is one of vital im- 
portance. 

Very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

STEPHEN TESSENDEN, 
Sec’ry of the Mass. S. S. Union. 


Mr. John B. Jones was called to 
the chair, and Mr. Julius A. Palmer 
appointed secretary. 

The Chairman stated the object of 
the meeting, to be united for 
a blessing on the efforts of Sabbath- 
school teachers; and the communica- 
tion of encouraging facts and useful 
hints in reference to their labours, 

Mr. John Dane made a report of 
the state of the schools under care 
of the moral and religious society. 
The whole number of schools is igh 
teen; twoof which have been 
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since the last meeting of this kind; 
these contain, according to their annu- 
al reports, two thousand scholars, un- 
der the direction of two hundred and 
ninety teachers; of this number, more 
than ¢wo hundred are professors of re- 


ligion; about Jifty have made a pro- | 
fession nx | the past year; nine of | 


the scholars have joined themselves 
with the people of God, and a number 
entertain the hope of being christians, 
but have not as yet made a profession 
of their faith; while a number still 
larger are inquiring the way to hea- 
ven. I am authorized, added Mr. 
Dane, in saying that our schools were 
never in a more flourishing state than 
at the present moment; the number 
of teachers and scholars is considera- 
bly larger than at any previous time; 
more interest is manifested on the part 
‘ of the scholars than usual, and the 
teachers are beginning to believe that 
' God is willing to convert even Sab- 
bath-schoolchildren. I trust the stand- 
ard of duty among teachers is rising, 
so that in future, our /owest mark will 
be the conversion of every scholar 
connected with our schools; that for 
this object, we shall perseveringly /a- 
dour and pray with the full expecta- 
tion that God will smile upon our 
efforts, and cause us to rejoice in sce- 
ing the desire of our hearts accom- 
plished. 

No reports were rendered from 
the other schools, in connexion with 
the Union. 

Mr. Charles Stoddard made some 
remarks on the importance of teach- 
ers preparing themselves for the du- 
ties of the school, by earnestly com- 
mending the children to God in pri- 
vate prayer; and also by taking pains 
to become thoroughly acquainted 
with the lessons which the children 
are expected to recite. ‘* Where ac- 
cess can be had to a commentary, it 
is quite important that teachers should 
avail themselves of this means of un- 
derstanding the lesson; if such a work 
is out of the reach of any teachers, 
let them procure a Bible for their own, 
with references to parallel] passages in 
the in, and spend an hour each 
week in carefully looking out the 
texts referred to, and I am sure that 
if teachers would e this plan, 
they would find their stock of seriptu- 











ral knowle rapidly increased, and 
be abundantly compensated for the Ia- 
bour, besides being well prepared for 
explaining the lesson, when they meet 
their class on the Sabbath. Very 
many schools now use Judson’s Ques- 
tions; and I for one, said Mr. S. am 
free to confess that many of the ques- 
tions under the second and third ex- 
amples of that work, Iam unable to 
answer correctly, without having 
made the passage of Scripture to 
which they refer, a subject of study. 
But where children are unable to an- 
swer these questions when proposed, 
they have a right to expect that feach- 
ers will be able to answer for them; 
were this practice general, should we 
not, far more extensively than at pre- 
sent, experience the truth of the pro- 
mise, ** He that watereth, shall be wa- 
tered also himself?” Mr. S. also made 
some observations on the importance 
of teachers ‘* counting the cost” be- 
fore they engage in this work: The 
consequences of a ce Am, peony 
as a Sabbath-school teacher, are gene- 
rally injurious to the school, as teach- 
ers who enter inconsiderately into 
this labour, are prone, when they find 
that it is arduous and self-denying, to 
drop off and leave their classes; it 
would be a great improvement if our 
teachers were admitted on probation, 
for atime; and afterwards elected by 
a vote of the teachers. 

Mr. Artemas Bullard, made an in- 
teresting and animated address on the 
general influence of Sabbath-schools, 
and the duties of Sabbath-school 
teachers. ‘ It is cheering,” said Mr. 
Bullard, **to see all the benevolent 
institutions of our day united in their 
influence to extend the triumphs of 
the Cross, and execute glorious plans 
of a merciful God for saving a lost 
world. Does the Bible Society labour 
to send the word of God to all our 
destitute fellow men? The Sabbath- 
school comes in, and applies its truths, 
and enables all to read and understand 
its precepts. Does the Education So- 
ciety wish to raise up a host of faithful 
ambassadors to the destitute in our 
own land, and heralds of salvation to 
the perishing heathen? Sabdbath-schools 
have been, and are now, successfully 
labouring for the conversion of chil- 
dren and youth, that there may be 
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many more pious young men prepared 
to receive an education, to qualify them 
for that holy office. In one of the 
English reports, it is said, that nine- 
teen twentieths of those who have gone 





—-— = ——<—<——<$—$—<— —_—_——_— 





to heathen lands, became. pious in | 


Sabbath-schools'! Think of this! and 
of the five or six hundred millions 


who will be in eternity, when this ge- | 
But I need | 


neration is in the grave. 
not speak of the intellectual, moral, 
or religious influence of Sabbath- 
schools. 
or less degree, the intellectual influ- 


ence that must be exerted by the five | 
million publications which the Sab- | 
bath-school Union has, in less than | 


four years, sent into different parts of 
the United States. You all know that 
many precious youth have been 
guarded against the enticing allure- 
ments of the most degrading vices, by 
Sabbath-schools. You have heard, too, 
of many revivals of religion, which 
have commenced in these nurseries of 
early piety, that have brought many 
hardened parents and grandparents 
into the fold of Jesus.” Mr. B. then 
proceeded to enumerate some of the 
responsible duties that devolve on 
Sabbath-school teachers.—** First, in- 
crease the number of scholars; this can 
easily be done. 


225 scholars, in consequence of the 
teachers visiting every family, and re- 
porting to the superintendent the 
name of every child of suitable age to 
attend a Sabbath-school, there have 
been more than six hundred the last 
season. In another place, by a little ef- 
fort, a week last Sabbath, after the 
services of the santuary, more than two 


hundred over fourteen years of age, | 
into classes, | 
and chose their teachers. The second | 
duty of teachers is, to obtain the affec- | 


organized themselves 


tion of their classes. 1 should treimble 
to meet a child in eternity who had 
left my class, and the Sabbath-school, 
unless [ had made every possible ex- 
ertion to win its affections, and pre- 
pare it for heaven. The last duty I 
would this evening urge upon you, is 
that of labouring diligently for the im- 
mediate sulvution of the souls of your 
scholars. Here is an alarming deficien- 
cy among teachers. Many feel that, 
if they store the mind with truth, and 
Vou. V.—15 


You all realize, in a greater | 


In Andover, where, | 
a year last summer, there were only | 


Massachaselts. 


| 
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keep children from mischief, they 
have nothing more to do, but wait 
and see if the seed thus sown, will 
not, some twenty or thirty years 
hence, spring up and bear fruit unto 
holiness; they think their children too 
young to be renewed in heart; but we 
ave indubitable evidence that chil- 
dren are converted at the early age of 
Jive or siz; I have seen a child of this 
age, within a few weeks, who has fre- 
quently, during the past summer, awak- 
ed his parents in the night, weeping be- 
cause he had such a wicked heart; nor 
would he be pacified, till they had 
knelt by his side, and prayed God to 
give hima new one. He now gives 
good evidence of having passed 
from death to life. Indeed childhood 
and youth is the best possible time in 
the life of man, to make efforts for the 
salvation of the soul; ree. this ever. 
Sabbath; feel as you would if you knew 
that Jesus was present, witnessing the 
manner in which instruction is given, 
and the fervency with which your 
prayers are offered on the Sabbath, 
and during the week; remember that 
you must meet Him and your children 
at the judgment. And O! let me 
entreat you to spare yourselves the 
remorse that must take hold u 
your souls, if you should ¢here find 
that they perish through your ne 
glect. Let teachers without an in- 
terest in the Redeemer, tremble lest 
they sink under the accumulated guilt 
of destroying themselves, and their 
scholars; the way to avoid this, is by 
becoming devoted, faithful christians; 
for if you leave your classes, you are 
then to give an account for the oppor: 
tunity you have had of saving their 
souls. Let all then resolve that th 
will consecrate themselves to their 
Saviour, and pray and labour carnest- 
ly for the immediate conversion of 
their scholars.” 

Rey. Louis Dwight said he had liv- 
ed in Boston several years, but had 
never been indulged with the privi- 
lege of attending a monthly concert 
of prayer for Sabbath-schools.— 
‘‘ Though this meeting is observed by 
many of the schools, the privilege is 
confined to teachers who meet in pri- 
vate places, and give no notice of the 
time and place of meeting to parents 
and Sabbath-school children. Hun- 
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dreds of pious parents in this city are 
waiting for the opportunity to mingle 
their prayers and praises with the 
teachers to whom the _ instruction 
of their children is entrusted, and 
many more whose children are not yet 
old enough to attend the Sabbath- 
school, would gladly form an acquaint- 
ance with the views and feelings of 
Sabbath-school teachers, in the month- 
ly concert of prayer for this object; 
and pe meg pain who have never yet 
thought of sending their children to 
the Sabbath-schvol, might be induced 
to consider the subject by attending 
the monthly concert. 1 pray you, 
therefore, Mr. Chairman, to consider 
the subject well, before you decide 
that this season of prayer shall not be 
extended, with all its benefits, to the 
parents of Sabbath-school children; to 
the parents of young children who may 
hereafter unite with Sabbath-schools; 
and to those parents who are yet 
strangers to the object. Pious parents 
wish to know the character and spirit 
of those to whom they entrust the care 
of their children on the Lord’s day; 
and where can this acquaintance be 
formed under circumstances more fa- 
vourable than at the monthly concert 
for Sabbath-schools? Parents wish to 
mingle their sympathies and their 
prayers with those to whom they give 
their offspring for a part of holy time. 
It is not a matter concerning which 
parents have no solicitude; it is not a 
matter concerning which christian pa- 
rents have no heart to pray; and it is 
nota matter concerning which Sabbath- 
school teachers have no need of the 
united prayers of parents and teach- 
ers. Let it not be said, that the object 
is not of sufficient importance to claim 
the attention of christians in a con- 
certofprayer once a month; the object 
loses not in importance by a compari- 
son with Foreign Missions, looking at 
the conversion of the world. Two 
hundred thousand children in a single 
country, and in a few more years, 
two millions, in the same country, 
connected with Sabbath-schools, out 
of which shall be raised up, many de- 
voted servants of Christ. Is this ob- 
ject not of sufficient importance to de- 
mand the attention of parents and 
teachers in concert of prayer once a 
month’ Let it not be said that it will 








injure the monthly concert for Foreign 
Missions; this is the principle of ava- 
rice, demanding a monopoly of prayer 
for one object; it is the principle in- 
verted, which showed itself a few 
years ago in favour of Home Missions, 
and said, “ Charity begins at home,” 
therefore send no missionaries abroad. 
The day is too far advanced to admit 
the force of such reasoning. Let it not 
be said, that ministers will oppose it; 
this is the day for united and therefore 
powerful effort; and the fountain of 
all strength and wisdom is opened 
only by prayer. Let it not be said that 
parents will not attend; give them 
the opportunity for which they have 
long waited; and let them no longer 
inquire in vain, ** Why may we not 
be indulged with the privilege, which 
christians enjoy in other cities, of pray- 
ing for their children in concert with 
Sabbath-school teachers?” 

The meeting was addressed by se- 
veral other gentlemen, and the follow- 
ing resolutions unanimously adopted. 

Resolved, That a committee of five 
be chosen to take into consideration 
the subject of the quarterly meetings 
of Sabbath-school teachers, to see if 
any, and what measures can be adopt- 
ed to make them more interesting and 
useful. 

Resolved, That the teachers now 
present, will from this time to the next 
quarterly meeting, pray daily for the 
conyersion of their scholars. 

Jxo. B. Jones, Chairman. 

Juuivs A. Parmer, Sec’ry. 


NEW PLAN. 

In one of the towns of this State, 
where much interest is felt respecting 
Sabbath-schools, a new plan has been 
devised for exciting a still deeper inte- 
rest in that and the neighbouring 
towns upon this subject. It has been 
proposed, and measures are taking to 
carry the proposal into effect, to form 
the towns in the vicinity into an asso- 
ciation, the object of which shall be 
to devise the best means for accom- 
plishing the most good by Sabbath- 
schools. Among other means for this, 
it is contemplated that the superinten- 
dents, or some other appointed per- 
sons from the various towns, sliall in- 
terchange visits to the schools for the 
purpose of observing or communicat- 
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ing whatever is most excellent in the 
different systems of teaching—that 
persons shall be appointed to visit fa- 
milies, and endeavour to excite pa- 
rents to take a greater interest in this 
subject, and that meetings of delegates 
shall be held to devise the most bene- 
ficial measures. 

Would it not be for the advance- 
ment of this great and important cause, 
if other towns should ** go and do 
likewise ?”’—Christian Watchman. 





MILTON, N. C. 
To the Corresponding Secretary. 
Our schools have been continued 


through winter, and are very punctu- 
ally attended by teachers and scholars, 


and we have the pleasing hope, not | 
When | 


without benefit to their souls. 
I first entered it I could persuade only 
two persons to aid me in the work, and 
those excited rather from the novelty 
of the thing than any interest which 
they took in the spiritual interests of 
the children. Now I am assisted 
by six devoted indefatigable teachers, 
who have become pious since they 
entered school. Feeling the import- 
ance of interesting the public mind in 
this vicinity on the subject of Sunday- 
schools, I have selected the pupils of 
my week-day school and formed them 
into a class, for the express purpose of 
giving them such instruction as woul! 
best qualify them for teachers. Im- 


pressing upon them the importance of | 


this mode of instruction, and their ob- 
ligations to engage in it in their re- 
spective neighbourhoods on their re- 
turn home. 
ciously crowned with success. I have 
had the pleasure to see four of them 
become the humble followers of Christ 
and devoted Sunday-school teachers; 
one belonged about twenty miles dis- 
tant from this place, on her return 
home from school commenced a Sun- 
day-school, prevailing on two of her 
friends to assist her; who, after they had 
attended two or three Sabbaths, said 
they had not sufficient patience, and 
abandoned it. She has since conduct- 
ed it alone with almost unparalleled 
perseverance. Another, whose pa- 


rents live about twenty miles south of | 


this, has commenced a school with the 
assistance of only one female friend. 
These are encouragements which say 


This effort God has gra- | 


| 








i 


| to us persevere. Perhaps in no place 


could a Sunday-school agent be more 


| useful than here; the lower class of 


people are extremely ignorant, and 
must remain so unless the Sunday- 
school system of instruction can be 
more generally diffused. 





FRANKFORT, KY. 
To the Corresponding Secretary. 

As this school is not under the imme- 
diate pastoral care of any —— 
but is altogether conducted by females, 
it is deficient in many of those formali- 
ties which are observed in schools 
which comprise greater numbers, 
and include both sexes. The officers 
of the “Frankfort Female Sunday- 
School,” consist of a superintendent, 
and eight teachers; the ye rpm 
ent performing the duties of secretary 
and treasurer. The superintendent 
and two of the teachers are professore 
of religion; the others, chong serious 
ly inclined, have not as yet declared 
themselves publicly on the Lord’s 
side. Two of the scholars, one ten, 
and the other twelve years of age, have 


| united themselves, one to the presby- 
| terian and the other to the methodist 
_ church. 
| sent of 64 girls. 


The school consists at pre- 
A number of boys 
attended during the summer, but 
have withdrawn for the winter season, 
During the year ending in September, 
1827, 39,859 verses were memorised, 
including scripture, hymns, and cate- 
chisms; and 12,015 verses have been 
memorised during the first quarter of 
the present year. The scholars are 
remarkably orderly, not a single in- 
stance of insubordination having oc- 
curred since the commencement of 
the school; and the superintendent 


| scarcely ever finding it necessary to 


add reproof to admonition. 





MADISON COURT HOUSE, VA. 
To the Corresponding Secretary. 


We commenced a Sabbath-school at 
Madison Court House the 8th of Oc- 
tober, 1826, under rather unfavourable 
circumstances. We had long before 
that time been convinced of the want 
of an institution of this kind in our lit- 
tle village, and had frequently thought 
of forming one, but apprehending the 
want of a sufficient number of teachers 
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aml a deficiency of pecuniary aid, it 
was put off frome one time to another, 
until the 8th of October. The attempt 
for the formation of a school was at 
length made, and succeeded beyond 
our most sanguine expectations. The 
person who afterwards was elected as 
first superintendent, obtained ina short 
time the consent of between thirty and 
forty children to attend the school, the 
most of whom accordingly did attend, 
and the whole of them shortly after- 
wards became regular scholars. Not 
long after the organization of the 
school, some who were rather care- 
less and unconcerned relative to its 
prosperity, had their prejudices re- 
moved, and were convinced of the 
happy influence which it was calcu- 
lated to exert upon the minds of the 
rising generation. The school had 
scarcely been established, and com- 
menced its operations, before the 
blessed effects resulting therefrom 
were visible. The children who had 
been in the habit of collecting in 
crowds on the Lord’s day, engaging 
in their ordinary amusements, without 
the least idea of the impropriety and 
sinfulness of their conduct, are now 
seen, in a peaceable and orderly man- 
ner, resorting to the place where re- 
ligious instructions are administered. 
The progress which some of the scho- 
lars have made in the acquisition of 
knowledge is considerable, but what 
is more important, we have reason to be- 
lieve that some have become impressed 
with a sense of religion, who are fre- 
quently seen weeping during the ex- 
ercises of singing and prayer. From 
the commencement of the school to 
the 26th of November, 1827, there 
have been 7805 scripture verses re- 
cited, and 2303 hymns. The number 
would have been much larger had not 
the scholars been limited to 12 verses 
and a few hymns, as their task for 
every Sabbath. The formation of this 
establishment among us, is the result 
of female piety, and the success that 
has hitherto attended it, is in a great 
Sogroe to be attributed to the pious 
and indefatigable exertions of the first 
and second superintendents, when the 
school was first ized, in conjunc- 
tion with the aid of other pious females, 
who were friendly to the cause. The 
school still continues to prosper, and 








we do fondly hope that the choicest 
blessings of kind heaven may attend 
the efforts that are still making for the 
religious instruction of the rising ge- 
neration; and that this institution may 
be the méans of the conversion of 
many immortal souls. ‘The number of 
scholars who at present regularly at- 
tend is about forty, but we calculate 
ona much larger number during the 
summer season. 





LINCOLN, N. C. 


Annual Report of the Sunday-School Soeiety 
of Emauuel’s Church in Lincolnton, Lincola 
County, North Carolina, Auxiliary, &e. 


Before entering into an account of 
the operations of the Sunday-school 
society of our village, the managers 
would acknowledge their gratitude to 
the superintending providence of al- 
mighty God towards us, and take en- 
couragement from the good effects of 
Sunday-schools m our country, to 
make renewed efforts in the benevo- 
lent work in which they are engaged. 
We have reason to believe that the 
great importance of this school is like- 
ly to bring to its support more of our 
citizens, who heretofore were indif- 
ferent to its utility; and we hope and 
pray that ere long there will be a 
\nanimous sentiment in its favour in 
our village, 

We have reason to hope the cause 
of the Sunday-school, and that of 
our blessed Redeemer, will be much 
strengthened and supported by god- 
ly zeal and religious exertions of our 
“se who a few months ago, 

ecame a resident of our village and 
principal of our male academy ; and 
who lately occasionally ministers to 
our spiritual wants. 

We have also reason to believe the 
cause of our Sunday-school will be 
promoted by the exemplary piety and 
prompt attention of some of the teach- 
ers in our Sunday-school; with these 
prospects we pray for, hope, and ex- 
pect success, so far as we are actuated 
in our feeble efforts, by the spirit of 
him that went about doing good, we 
hope for divine blessings: may this spi- 
rit take full possession of our hearts, 
guide us in all our deliberations, give 
zeal to our exertions, and help us to 
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assist in raising the standard of public | 
morals, the only sure preservative of | 


our happy government, and make us 
humble instruments of sending many 
youths to a blessed immortality. 





Report of the Bethany Sunday-school, held in 
the county of Orange, and state of Virginia. 
Auxiliary, &c. 


With emotions of liveliest gratitude 
we submit this our first annual report 
to the mother institution. Gratitude 
to that great, good providence, whose 





eye never sleepeth nor slumbereth, | 


but who watches with a parents care 
over the transactions of men: and with 
feelings of filial affection towards that 
institution, by whose exertions (under 
heaven) darkness shall be turned into 


light, and its blessings extend itself || 


from the ‘‘rivers to the end of the 
earth.” On the first of August, 1827, 
the first design of forming a Sabbath- 
school among us, was made by a gen- 
tleman from Petersburg, Virginia, who 
is no less remarkable for his patriotism 
and philanthropy, than for his many 
and exalted christian virtues. In the 
year 1818, exertions were made by a 
few pious young ladies in our neigh- 
bourhood to form a Sunday-school, and 
partially succeeded, but it was of short 
continuance. August 5th, 1827, the 
school went into operation with sixty 
scholars, thirty males, and thirty fe- 
males. Since that time the school has 
gradually increased, until the number 
on the register on the 19th day of De- 
cember, 1827, amounted to ninety- 
three, of which number, during the 
fall, and till the inclemency of winter 
sct in, from sixty to seventy generally 
attended; several of whom, and indeed 
the most regular attendants, come a 
distance of six or seven miles. The 
school is under the regulation of a pre- 
sident, vice president, a board of ma- 
nagers consisting of five, a secretary 
and treasurer. 

A country situation, such as the one 
in which our school is located, renders 
it improbable that there can be a great 
accession to the school. A majority 
of the scholars are reading in the Tes- 
tament, about twenty-five or thirty ex- 
plain the scripture lessons, a few are 
still in the Spelling-book, two or three 

















in the Union Primer, and not one in 
the alphabet. On the opening of the 
school there were four female and one 
male teacher professors of religion, 
since then there has been no addition, 
but amongst them all the deepest and 
most profound attention is visible. 
Some of the pupils are professors of 
religion, but none have made a pro- 
fession since the organization of the 
school. We have as yet no library at- 
tached to our school, but regulations 
have been made to procure a small 
one, which we will increase as circum- 
stances may permit. The Sabbath 
concert of prayer has not as yet been 
observed by our teachers, but its m- 
portance is obvious, and will be at- 
tended to. There can be no doubt 
but that the Sunday-school cause, and 
with it the cause of true evangelical 
religion, would be advanced by the la- 
bours of a Sunday-school agent, but we 
are not prepared positively to say any 
pecuniary aid could be given for his 
suport at this time, nor can we recom- 
mend one who would engage in the 
service. The ministers who have vi- 
sited us seem deeply impressed with 
the benefits that will result from Sun- 
day-schools generally, but we do not 
think that active and personal exertion 
has been made by them, which the 
importance of so grand, and so useful 
an institution imperiously demands. 
Ours is the only Sunday-school in our 
immediate neighbourhood. 


CHAUTAUQUE COUNTY, N. ¥. 


The Board of Managers for the Chautauque 
County Sunday-School Union present their 
first Annual Report. Auxiliary, &e. 


The protecting care of our heavenly 
Father has preserved us through the 
year, and we have been permitted to 
witness the first anniversary of our ex- 
istence as a Sunday-School Union; and 
we trust we have felt to renew our re- 
solutions to act for the glory of God. 
And however feeble may have been 
our exertions, and limited our success, 
yet enough, we hope, will appear to 
have resulted from our labours to ex- 
cite to greater diligence and more un- 
ceasing prayer. We did not expect 
that in one short year our efforts would 
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become so systematised, as to call into 
action all who are friends to the insti- 
tution; on the contrary, we look upon 
the formation of this union, the es- 
tablishment of auxiliaries, and all that 
has hitherto been done, as the ground 
work of future and more successful 
labours. 

At our late annual meeting, held 
January 17th, 1828, the total number 
of scholars reported, was only about 
four hundred, and teachers only fifty; 
owing to neglect on the part of the 
secretaries of the auxiliary societies, in 
not making their returns. This we 
hope will not be the case another year. 
The total number of scholars within 
our limits is about’eight hundred, pro- 
a engaging about two hundred 
teachers. Most of those engaged as 
teachers profess religion. Several 
teachers and scholars have, during the 
past year, professed faith in Christ. 
We cannot refrain from saying, that 
the value and importance of this insti- 
tution call loudly upon us for increased 
zeal, and more agonizing prayer. In 
this cause we are fellow workers with 
angels who “are ministering spirits,”’ 
sent to minister to those who are des- 
tined for a better world. We are en- 
compassed about with a * great cloud 
of witnesses,”’ testifying that our cause 
is God’s; and urging us to lay aside 
every weight, and stretch every nerve 
for its advancement. There is no rest- 
ing place, no period to our labours, 
nor do we wish one until we find it on 
that blest shore, where saints united 
chant their triumphs! And where, as 
he looks and smiles on all the happy 
millions, the Saviour ** shall see the 
travail of his soul, and be satisfied.” 
Then and there will be rest, and whilst 
we look back upon our toils in the 
wilderness, and abroad upon the hea- 
venly Canaan, surveying their glorious 
results, our never ending song shall 
be, “‘ Not unto us, not unto us, but 
unto thy name, O Lord, be all the 
glory!” 

The officers for the present year 
are, 


Rev. Isaac Oakes, President. 


Elihu Mason, ~ Dove? 
Washington Winsor, g ¥-rvetts. 


Jairus Handy, Cor. Secretary. 
Anselm Petter, Esq. Treasurer. 








Managers. 

Rev. Isaac Eddy, Thomas Morton, 
Esq., Hiram Couch, Gould Crissy, 
Rev. Adrian Tooth, Clement Strang, 
and James Dickson. 





MAINE SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION. 


We have, in different parts of our pre- 
sent volume, given occasional notices 
of the proceedings of this very effi- 
cient union; but we are now particu- 
larly gratified in being able to present 
our readers with an abstract of the an- 
nual report. We have noticed one 
oversight which is of some little im- 
portance. We no where find about 
the pamphlet, which contains no less 
than 36 pages, any account of the day 
on which the anniversary was held, 
and had it not been from the follow- 
ing notice, we would have been at a 
loss to have informed our readers when 
the anniversary was held. 


Maine S. S. Union.—The annual 
meeting of the Maine Sabbath-school 
Union was held January 3d. 

The auxiliaries of the State Union 
are more than quadruple their num- 
ber at the last annual meeting, and the 
interest of the community in this cause 
has augmented in about the same 
ratio. The review of last year’s la- 
bours in this department of christian 
effort, afforded evidence that good 
had been accomplished; and the eye of 
faith could trace more and happier re- 
sults from these labours than were im- 
mediately obvious. The report pre- 
sented a widening field, where the 
harvest was plenteous, and the call 
for more labourers imperious. —Port- 


land Mirror. 

An oversight of this kind is compa- 
ratively unimportant, still in the mak- 
ing up of information to present to 
our readers, dates are of some conse- 
quence. 

The first paragraph of the report is 
truly gratifying. 

** At our last anniversary, your ma- 
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nagers came before you with mingled 
feelings of pleasure and pain. We had 
seen, in the first year of our labours, 
something to reward our feeble efforts, 
and much to awaken and encourage 
hope. But, while rejoicing in the 
present fruit, and indulging pleasing 
expections of a richer harvest yet to 
come, we had no little cause of lamen- 
tation and discouragement, in the ap- 
parent indifference of a very conside- 
rable portion of our community, to 
some of our most important and fa- 
vourite plans; and we were compelled 
to present you, along with grateful 
evidence of success begun, an unex- 
pected array of hopes disappointed, 
and operations embarrassed. But, 
though embarrassed and disappointed, 
we were not discouraged. So fully 
were your managers impressed, that 
the cause they had undertaken was 
one favoured of heaven, and so well 
were they satisfied of the wisdom and 
excellence of the plans, devised for 
its support and extension, which they 
were endeavouring to execute, that 
they could not so easily, orso soon be 
disheartened. They still believed that 
an enlightened christian community, 
like ours, wanted only a clear and 
thorough understanding of the views 
acknowledged by the friends of the 
institution, to induce them at once to 
adopt and support them. Determined 
therefore, on more vigorous and ex- 
tended efforts, and trusting in assist- 
ance from above to make them effec- 
tual, they took courage, and went on- 
wardin hope. And blessed be God, who 
hath helped us hitherto, we trusted 
not in vain. Our hopes have so far 
been realized. All that we could have 
reasonably expected, in so short a 
time, and with such limited means, we 
have seen; and we come to you now, 
with our second annual report, deeply 
sensible that we are called upon for 
the exercise and expression of a de- 
yout thankfulness in view of favours 
received, and for an unwavering’ filial 
trust, in regard to the future; rejoic- 
ing in the loud and unequivocal testi- 
mony of many a grateful witness to 
the cause we have espoused, and only 
lamenting that so many even now re- 
remain, who know not its privileges.” 


The board of managers, a8 appears 











from a subsequent page, made a very 
vigorous effort, and employed five 
agents for a short period, to travel for 
the purpose of advancing the interests 
of the cause. 


** These assisted in the establish- 
ment and regulation of many new 
schools—went from house to house, to 
give information, to meet objections, 
allay prejudices, and animate to 
exertions; and in almost every place 
they visited, collected money for the 
foundation of libraries, and left it to 
be wholly appropriated for the benefit 
of the schools there. Their reports to 
the committee contain a concise ac- 
count of the moral and religious cha- 
racter of each of the towns they visit- 
ed—give a view of the difficulties 
which lie in the way to the establish- 
ment and support of Sabbath-schools, 
as well as the facilities, which even 
the most umpromising field affords for 
their introduction—and bring forth 
the strong arguments of many elo- 
quent facts to prove that instruction 
like that which these schools afford, 
is yet widely and lamentably needed. 
They are interesting documents, not 
only as showing us the pressing wants 
of the many waste places around us, 
but also as proving how admirably the 
institution of Sabbath-schools is adapt- 
ed to meet a portion of these wants, 
and how readily it approves itself to 
every serious and candid mind, that re- 
ally wishes well for the rising hopes of 
the country and to the church.” 


The number of auxiliary associa- 
tions, is reported to have increased 
from 16 to 65 during the course of the 
year 1827, a circumstance truly en- 
couraging. 

The managers then go on to give 
detailed accounts of the condition of 
the schools in the various counties of 
the state—accounts from which, to- 
wards the close of our article, we 
shall make a few interesting extracts. 
In this place, we notice the summary 
made in the report itself from these 
interesting documents. 

‘*In the reports from which these 
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extracts have been made, 53 auxilia- 
ries are presented, with some socie- 
ties not connected with our union. 
These auxiliaries have under their care 
153 schools, embracing 7600 scholars, 
und 1100 teachers. We might have 
claimed the privilege of enrolling a 
larger number of both; but several of 
our auxiliaries have neglected to 
transmit their reports—and some of 
those, who, in the agents’ reports, 
are said to have voted to become auxi- 
liary, have never assumed that rela- 
tion. From facts within our know- 
ledge, we can safely estimate the num- 
ber not returned to us at 4000, re- 
quiring the attention of at least 600 
teachers;—making a probable aggre- 
gate in the whole state, of 11,600, 
who receive the benefit of Sabbath- 
school instruction, and 1700 sustain- 
ing the responsible relation of teach- 
ers.’’ 

To this we could only add, that we 
have had the interest and curiosity to 
examine the several reports, for the 
purpose of ascertaining the number 
of books, reported as belonging to 
the various Sunday-school libraries, 
and we find them very near 3000. 

Some very interesting particulars 
are mentioned in the following extract: 


‘In the examination we have now 
made of the state of our Society and 
its auxiliaries, several circumstances 
have been noticed, which are worthy 
of a more particular and grateful re- 
cord. The unexampled health enjoy- 
ed in all the schools, certainly de- 
mands no feeble expression of grati- 
tude to the author and preserver of 
our lives. Of the 8700 teachers and 
children, whom we have numbered 
in our host, only five are reported as 
having been removed by death. The 


general good behaviour and serious | 


attention of the children, is equally 
worthy of our notice;—nor should we 
hold ourselves excusable, to pass un- 
noticed, what has been beautifully al- 
luded to by several of the reports, the 
almost unbroken succession of plea- 


. > | 
sant Sabba hs, which has enabled the |, 


schools to continue, without interrup- 
tion or inconvenience, through the 


season. But that, which, by the joy | 














it affords not only to the labourers in 
the Redeemer’s cause on earth, but to 
angels and spirits made perfect in hea- 
ven, and by the strong encourage- 
ment it yields to a patient continuance 
in our labours of love, cannot fail to 
meet a most grateful acknowledg- 
ment in every heart, is the assurance 
that our efforts have not been made 
in vain. The Lord of the harvest has 
not withheld from us the fruit in his 
season. 118 teachers and 22 scholars 
are returned, as having made a pro- 
fession of religion, since their connex- 
ion with the schools. Of facts like 
these, the silent, adoring gratitude 
that kindles every heart that hears 
them, is the only comment that can 
be offered.”’* 


On the subject of Sunday-school li- 
braries we have the following valuable 
testimony. 


“Your managers cannot but express 
the high satisfaction they feel, in the 
great advances which nearly all the 
schools have made the past year, in 
relation to libraries, and the unvary- 
ing testimony they have given to their 
value, and indispensable necessity. 
You doubtless remarked, in the course 
of the extracts we have read, that ‘wo 
of the hopeful conversions recorded, 
were traced to the library books, as the 
apparent means, that were sanctified to 
produce them. Such facts as these 
ure a grateful and cheering testimo- 
ny indeed; and we rejoice to pre- 
sent them before you, not only 
because they evince the. success of 
the cause we love, but also because 
they afford to us a fair occasion, which 
we had desired, of presenting our fee- 
ble tribute of thanks—thanks, which 
we regurd as due from all the churches 
—to the conductors of the Ameri 





* It is not intended to give the im- 


pression that the Sabbath-school was 


' sion—this is not the fact. 


the exclusive means of their conver- 
A revival 


_ of religion and a Sabbath-school have 


a reciprocal 
other. 


ee 


influence upon each 
Some engaged as teachers, 
who probably would not, but for the 
converting grace of God, and who did 
not make a profession till after Ucar 
connexion with the school. 
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can Sunday-School Union, for their 
indefatigable and disinterested _la- 
bours, in this department of their 
great undertaking. It is no fee- 
ble testimony to the talents, dis- 
cretion and piety they have enlisted, 
that such universal satisfaction pre- 
vails, in regard to their publications. 
We would cordially congratulate them 
on this high success, and, uniting our 
witness to that of multitudes, from all 
quarters of the land, would bid them 
God speed. But their reward is not 
of man—it will be found in heaven. 


We hope that the conductors of 
the American Sunday-School Union 
will always deserve the christian com- 
pliment which is so delicately paid 
them in the above extract. Certain it 
is, that they will labour and pray so 
to do. 

In relation to the Magazine, the re- 
port contains a valuable hint. 


‘“‘The Magazine is a monthly pub- 
lication of the Parent Society at Phila- 
delphia, designed for the constant in- 
struction and assistance of teachers; 
and we believe it will be found emi- 
nently useful, in supplying their want 
of experience, and furnishing them 
with all the improvements in the mode 
of conducting schools, which are ori- 
ginated in every part of the Union. 
The price is $1 50a year. It would 
be well if every teacher could furnish 
himself with a copy. Certainly no 
school should be without one; and per- 
haps, in many of the schools, the 
teachers, by uniting their contribu- 
tions, might afford to take three or 
four.” 


On our favourite topic of the month- 
ly concert of prayer, this report ob- 
serves— 


** The benefits which might be de- 
rived from the concert of prayer, if 
properly observed, in the exercise of 
faith and holy confidence in God, are 
incalculable. But aside from the hap- 
py results to be expected from the 
united prayers of so many christian 
hearts, we would recommend this 
monthly concert, as salutary in its ef- 
fects upon the social character and ha- 
bits of the teachers. They ought to 

Voi. V—16 








i} meet as often as this, to take counsel 


concerning the interests of the school, 
to communicate information, to ex- 
change feelings and sentiments, and to 
encourage each other’s hearts in the 
work. Where there are sev *ral schools 
in a place, this will be found peculiar- 
ly pleasant and animating.” 


The following is the testimony gi- 
vento the value of Judson’s Questions. 


‘We are so well satisfied of the 
great utility of this work, both for 
teachers and scholars, that we would 
strongly recommend it to all the 
schools, in our connexion. The ques- 
tions are simple, but not unimportant, 
and are graduated to meet the charac- 
ters and attainments of different classes 
of children. ‘They may often lead to 
facts and principles intimately con- 
nected with the lesson, which would 
otherwise pass unnoticed, but which, 
in this manner, would generally be 
left strongly impressed on the minds 
both of those who ask and those who 
answer the question.” 

The report then remarks on a topic 
which has not as yet generally re- 
ceived the attention it demands. 


‘* Another important auxiliary to 
the schools is the Bible Classes for 
teachers. We hail their establish- 
ment, whenever we meet them, as a 
sure promise that great advances will 
be made inthe character and utility 
of Sabbath-school instructions. We 
are happy to find them attached to so 
many of our schools, and hope that the 
time is not distant, when their privi- 
leges will be enjoyed by all.” 

On the subject of obstacles in the 
way of the perfect success of the 
schools, the report contains some very 
valuable suggestions, and we would 
exhort teachers to weigh them well, 


‘¢ The first obstacle arises from the 
want of interest on the part of 
rents, in the education of ther chi 
dren. We know not thot any remedy 
but the good and et examples 
of those who have tie benefit of our 
institutions, can be applied, for this 
evil. Perhaps, however, the evil is 


not so great as has Ooi Wa oe 
Have these parents been con- 
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versed with kindly, and requested to 
send their children to the school? 
Have the children been invited by all 
our means of persuasion, so that fheir 
interest with their parents shall be in 
favour of the school? Have their pa- 
rents been visited the second, third 
and fourth*® time, and repeated efforts 
made to allay prejudice, or awaken 
interest? We cannot know what won- 
ders a steady perseverance, in a work 
of kindness, will effect. Be not soon 
discouraged, but éry, and if unsuccess- 
ful, try again. 


“ Another difficulty is that ofkeeping 
alive the interest of the children, so as 
to retain them in the school, through 
the whole season. The average atten- 
dance is often very small, compared 
with the whole number entered on 
the list. We are persuaded this would 
be far less the case, if teachers would 
strictly follow up the practice, of vi- 
siting every week, the scholars who 
were absent on the Sabbath. If they 
are sick, they should certainty have 
this attention—if only remiss, perhaps 
they may be recovered. The teacher 
should endeavour to form an intimate, 
familiar acquaintance, like that of an 
elder brother or sister, with every 
member of the class—to feel that they 
are for the present, his or her peculiar 
charge, and to look carefully after 
them, whenever they manifest any 
disposition to escape from their influ- 
ence. Kind, condescending, affec- 
tionate faithfulness, will do every 
thing but miracles, with children; and 
for those who would lead them, though 
the first steps may seem to demand a 
—_ sacrifice and self denial, the task 
wil w to be one of the most de- 
lightful of the employments of life. 
Ask the many hundreds of labourers 
engaged in these interesting nurse- 
ries, and they will tell you.” 


Our extracts from this report have 
been large, but not more so than their 
interest and excellence required; and 
we feel assured that we have thus 
given to those f our readers who feel 
their hearts warm in this sacred cause, 





* See Portland Report, page 18. 








something to add to their encourage- 
ments, to go on zealously in their la- 
bour of love. 

We promised a few extracts from 
the reports of different schools con- 
nected with the Maine Union. They 
must be brief. 


‘* West Prospect.—Ten schools have 
been connected with the society, in 
which about 275 children have receiv- 
ed instruction from 60 teachers. All 
are represented as well attended and 
interesting. One of them has been 
signally blessed. All its teachers, 
Save one, are hopefully pious. They 
have been industrious and faithful, in 
private conversation, with the chil 
dren, and have unitedly sought the 
blessing of God on their labours; and 
they have reason to believe he has 
heard their petitions. The report does 
not speak confidently concerning the 
conversion of any of the scholars; but 
expresses the fond hope, that several 
of them have experienced a change, 
which will be lasting and happy in its 
effects. ‘They seem to take much de- 
light in prayer; manifest hatred to sin; 
are lovers of the sanctuary and of the 
Sabbath-school. They have been in 
the habit of meeting once, and some- 
times twice a week, for social prayer. 
In these little meetings, they have 
manifested all the solemnity of chris- 
tians of riper years. We rejoice with 
trembling, but would nevertheless 
gratefully exclaim ‘What hath God 


wrought!’ 


‘* The most gratifying testimonials 
are given concerning the good effects 
of the library. It is called ‘ the main 
spring’ and ‘the only support’ of the 
school. The children have manifest- 
ed an eagerness for the books which 
was hardly anticipated. It is hoped 
that they have not only been interest- 
ed, but profited. 


** Among other causes of gratitude 
and encouragement, the managers re- 
joice to see professing christians of 
different denominations, of different 
views and feelings on other subjects— 
here, seeing, and feeling, and mn 
alike; and happily and harmoniously 
combining their influence, to bless the 
rising generation. In concluding, they 
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express, with humble reliance on the 
ce of God, a firm resolve never to 


1 


| 


draw back from the work, till Sab- | 


bath-school instruction shall be enjoy- 
ed by every family in town, and the 
rising generation are seen walking in 
* wisdom’s ways.’ ” 

‘¢ This school (Bangor) was first es- 
tablished by two females in 1814. They 
had at first to encounter many and 
strong prejudices. Few, at that time, 
felt the necessity, or understood the 
design, of Sabbath-schools. But it has 
steadily increased, gaining upon the 
confidence and affections of the peo- 
ple, until it has reached its present 
flourishing condition. During its ex- 
istence, it has given instruction to 
more than 1000 persons. Many of 
them are now active members of chris- 
tian churches; two are preachers of 
the gospel; one a Professor in a Theo- 
logical Seminary; and some, it is be- 
lieved, have gone to dwell with that 
Saviour, to whose grace they were 
here so often commended. These cir- 
cumstances are mentioned to encour- 
age all the friends of Sabbath-schools 
‘totry.’ Few can foreknow the con- 
sequence of a single effort. Little did 
those pious females imagine, when 
they gathered their handful of chil- 
dren together, that they were laying 
the foundation of such an institution as 
the Bangor Sabbath-school.”’ 

‘The school in Edgecomb has 
been highly favoured. The number 
of scholars was 140; that of teachers, 
20. Of the former 4, and of the latter 
6, have made a profession of religion, 
since their connexion with the school. 
The pastor has visited the school every 
Sabbath, when at home. Testimony 
is given to the great utility of Sabbath- 
school libraries, in the fact that the 
number of scholars has increased to 
the very last of the season. Many were 
induced to come to meeting, who ne- 
ver caine before, and whose parents 
never came, that they might obtain a 
book to carry home.” 

** The school in Brunswick embrac- 
ed 138 scholars, and 38 managers and 
teachers, They are. generally com- 
mended for punctuality, diligence and 
faithfulness, and the hope is express- 
ed that the school has not been with- 
out permanent good effects. The li- 
brary contains 335 volumes, besides 


| they shall bear. 


100 pamphlets, and excites a deep in- 
terest in the children, if we may judge 
from the large numbers that flock to 
the library room, on the appointed 
days. We have not more than one or 
two prominent instances to report of 
the evident success of our labours, 
We hope the instructions we have gi- 
ven may even now be working unper- 
ceived in many breasts, which will in 
due time appear openly in the fruit 
We are conscious of 
many deficiencies on our part. Weare 
sensible that we need to be more deep- 
ly impressed with the importance of 
our work, to feel more the value of 
religious truth ourselves, and to reas 


| lize more fully our dependence on the 
| grace of God to be faithful, and for his 
| blessing to render our efforts success- 


ful. We would hope that another year 
will find us more engaged. We can- 
not forbear to mention more particu- 
larly one instance, in which our efforts 
have been manifestly blessed. It is 


'| the case of a little boy, about 6 years 
| and 7 months old, who has been called, 





} 

; 
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| 





as we hope, to a better world. We 
give a few extracts from his story, be- 


| cause we think they will strikingly il- 


lustrate the value of early religious 
instruction. He has attended the 
school three summers. During the few 
months previous to his death, he ma- 
nifested in conversation with his mo- 
ther, great interest in the truths he had 
learned from the Bible, and seemed 
desirous to know more of God and 
Christ. He spoke often of what he 
heard at meeting and at school, and 
said that ministers and teachers loved 
little children 2nd wanted to do them 
good. He had an unusual regard to 
truth, and would always tell it, even 
when he expected to be punished for 
what he had done. He would sa 

‘God knows it, if I only think to te 

what is not true.’ He said but little, 
except to his mother, and that when 
they were alone. These opportuni- 
ties he often sought. —When his father 
was sick, he seemed greatly distress- 
ed, because he did not pray, saying he 
was afraid he would not go to God, 
if he should die. He was always anx- 
ious to be at the school, and was al- 
ways attentive and interested; still, un- 
til his last sickness, no one but his 
mother knew that he was particularly 
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attached to religious things. During 
his sickness, whenever his pains abat- 
ed, he desired to converse on these 
subjects, and often requested his 
grandfather to pray with him. He of- 
ten asked his mother to read the Bible, 
and when asked where, he repeatedly 
said-—‘ read about how the wicked 
men hung Jesus.’ When asked if he 
was willing to die, he said, ‘* I would 
rather get well, I do not know that I 


should to God’—but added * God 
knows best when it is best for us to 
die.” The day before his death he 


Setemed an entire willingness to die, 
and a hope that he should go to hea- 
ven—and in the night was heard re- 
peating Scripture lessons, or the hymns 

e had learned at school. On being 
told that he was dying, he broke out, 
and sung, in a sweet voice, the whole 
of the 132d hymn of the first book; and 
then said, now I will pray. He conti- 
nued in such exercises till his death, 
knowing that he was dying, yet mani- 
festing no fear, or trode Sad to de- 
’ 


*** A Sabbath-school was first insti- 
tuted in this town,’ says the report, ‘in 
the autumn of 1826, consisting of 
about 30 scholars, collected together 
by the indefatigable exertions of two 
females. They went from house to 
house, entreating parents to send, and 
children to go, to the Sabbath-school. 
Their success was considerable, and 
the school was continued, under their 
superintendence, until the larger one 
was organized, in May.’ ‘ During the 
winter, God was pleased to pour out 
his Spirit, and turn the hearts of parents 
and children to the Lord. Since then, 
many have come forward to this inte- 
resting work.’ ‘ Three scholars, since 
the opening of the school, have hope 
that their sins have been washed away 
in the blood of the Lamb. They give 
good evidence of piety, and are exam- 
ples to their school mates; testifying 
to them that wisdom’s ways are ways 
of pleasantness and peace. One of 
these little converts, whose privileges 
of education had been very limited, 
being in a retired situation, composed 
some verses, which are very credita- 
ble both to his feelings and his genius, 
to sing by himself.” 


In our next we hope to find room for a few 
more extracts from this report.— Ed. 


| 
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WILLIAMSBURG, VA, 


Extract from the Fifth Annual Report of the 
Williamsburg Sunday-School. 

We have great encouragement, and 
may indeed thank the Lord for his 
loving kindness in blessing our labours, 
Many of the dear children who were 
once united to our school, are now the 


humble followers of the Lamb, have 
_ professed themselves on the Lord’s 
_ side, and are we trust, *‘ striving to en- 
_ ter by the strait gate, into the kingdom 


of heaven.” No less than seven of 
our former scholars, during the last 
year, united themselves to Christ’s visi- 


ble church on earth. Have we not 


reason to hope that some of the good 
seed which was sown in their young 
days, is now springing up to bear 
fruit? ‘Train up a child in the way 
he should go, and when he is old he 
will not depart from it.”” Do we not see 
the wise man’s proverb realised in the 


_ children of pious parents? they labour 


for their children’s souls, in instruction 
and at the throne of grace—and we 


_ must also do so for the souls of the 
_ dear children who are entrusted to our 
_care by God and their parents. 


One 
litile girl, now in our school, has, we 
hope, been converted; and there are 
two or three others whom we trust are 


seriously impressed. God grant that 


his work may progress in their hearts 
and commence in others. 





For the American Sunday-Schoo] Magazine. 


AN HONOURABLE CITIZEN. 


New England, Feb. 1828. 
On a fine morning in May last, I took 
a seat in a post-coach, which travels 
on the route of one of our most beau- 
tiful rivers. While waiting at the door 
of the hotel for other passengers, a 


_ gentleman on the front seat took from 
_ his pocket-book a ticket, and handed 
it to a young lady at my right hand, 


saying, ** this isthe lesson for my class 
on the next Sabbath.” This gentleman 
, an honourable and 
wealthy citizen of one of our flourish- 
ing towns, and a teacher in the Sab- 
I have often repeated 
the anecdote as an example to other 
gentlemen of my acquaintance ; and 
now take the liberty of sending it for 
your magazine. Cecil says, * Nothing 





is easier than to talk to children; but, 
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to talk to them as they ought to be 
talked to, is the very last effort of 
ability. A man must have a vigorous 
imagination. He must have extensive 
knowledge to call in illustrations from 
the four corners of the earth: for he 
will make little progress but by illus- 
tration. It requires great genius to 
throw the mind into the habit of chil- 
dren’s minds. I aim at this, but I find 
it the utmost effort of ability. No ser- 
mon ever put my mind half so much 
upon the stretch. J am surprised at 
nothing which Dr. Watts did but his 
hymns for children. Other men could 
have written as well as he in his other 
works, but how he wrote those hymns 
I know not. Stories fix children’s at- 
tention. The moment I begin to talk 
in an abstract manner, the attention 
subsides. The simplest manner in 
the world will not make way to chil- 
dren’s minds for abstract truths. With 
stories I can rivet their attention for 
three or four hours.” 

I make this quotation not to discour- 
age any humble, faithful teacher; but 
to show, that talents are not misap- 
plied in Sabbath-schools. And, if pi- 
ous, intelligent, influential men of lei- 
sure, would become teachers, might 
not boys of the age of twelve and four- 
teen be induced to attend as scholars, 
and thus the contempt of such youth, 
so often manifested toward this most 
important institution be obviated? 

Please to accept the enclosed five 
dollars, the marriage fee of a Connec- 
ticut clergyman, to be appropriated 
for neat, simple, natural engravings. 





NEW DEPOSITORY OF SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
BOOKS. 

At meeting held in Buffalo on the 
11th ult. it was resolved to establish a 
depository of Sunday-school books, to 
be under the direction of the Erie 
County Sunday-School Union. In two 
days, one hundred dollars were sub- 
scribed in the village of Buffalo alone. 

This liberality will gratify those who 
know the increasing demand for books 
in this region, and the inconveniences 
under which some of our schools have 
laboured. Upon some of the schools 
which we established in the summer, 
the influences of the Spirit have de- 
scended, causing teachers and their 
pupils to rejoice in hope. 
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AUXLLIARIES, 


Recognised at stated meetings of the 
Board. 


Union Sabbath-School Association of West 
Philadelphia. Joseph Pyle, Pres. Sarah R. 


Perkins, Sec’ry. Jane Graham, Trees. 
George L. Watt and Harriet I. Haslett, Ma- 
nagers. 

Shellsburg Sunday-School Association, Pa. 


George W. Michael, Sec’ry. 

Cabin John Sunday-School S. Md. Ortho Mage 
nuda, Sec’ry. Zechariah Gatton, Treas. 
Osgood Offert, Z. Gatton and Mr. Watkins, 
Superintendents. 

Greencastle and Franklin Co. Pa. Sunday- 
School Union. Lazarus Brown, Pres. Rev. 
James Buchanan, Vv. Pres. Rev. M. L. Ful 
jerton, C. Sec’ry. Daniel Snively, R. Seery. 
William Davis, Treas. 

St. Lawrence, Co. N. Y. Sabbath-School 
Union. Rev. I. Hulbut, Pres. O. P. Hoyt, 
V. Pres. John C. Smith, Sec’ry. L. Knowles, 
Esq. Treas. 

Fayette Co. Ky. Sabbath-School Union. Rev. 
James Blythe, D. D. Pres. A.W. Campbell, 
Sec’ry. L. Stephens, Treas. and Depositary. 

Dickinson, Pa. Sunday-School Association. 

Lancaster, Ohio, Sunday-School Union. 

Annville, Pa. Sunday-School. John Shertzer, 
Jr. Pres. 

Frankfort, Ky. Sunday-School. 
Sec’ry and Treas. 

The Evangelical Luthern Sunday-School So- 
ciety, Lancaster, Pa. J. C. Baker, Pres. C. 
Backman, Sec’ry. 


M. Brown, 


DONATIONS FOR THE BUILDING. 


MONEYS received by the American Sunday- 
School Union, from the 10th of April, 1827, 
to the 10th of March, 1828, for the building. 


William Worrel, - . ° $30 00 
W. E. Rogers, - . - ° 30 00 
Geo. N. Rogers, . ° é - 39 00 
Henry Toland, - . . ‘ 30 00 
John B. Stryker, - - - - 30.00 
Charles Bird, . ° . é 20 00 
John A. Brown, . . © - 200 00 
Joseph P. Engles, : : - 100 00 
Uriah Hunt, - : ‘ ‘ - 3000 
John Sulle, - - : - 200 00 
Charles Chauncey, - - . - 100 00 
Robert Earp, . ° ° é 30 00 
Thomas Farp, - ° ° - 5000 
Wm. E. Horner, - . . © 30 00 
Geo. A. Bicknell, - - - - 30 00 
Isaac Lawrence, - . é ‘ 30 00 
S. Jaudon, . . . é - %0 00 
James Field, - - - - 30 00 
Joshua Tevis, - - . ° - 30 00 
George Morms, - . . a 20 00 
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Alexander Read, - - - - Thomas Elmes, - - - - 100 


George D. Crosky, - - : ° 
Jacob Miles, - - - - Moneys received by the American Sunday- 
i School Union during the months of No- 

vember and December, 1827, and January 


and February, 1828. 


William Taylor, Jr.- + + + $200 || Robert Ewing, - + + - §10 00 
Thomas Fassit, - - - - 250 00 || Lewis Walnm, - - + «© - 30 0 
James Fassit, - ° *.. ie - 250 00 || James B. Longacre, - - - 3000 
Jonathan Alden, - : : - 50 00 || Henry Kuhl, - : ° ° - 30 00 
William Wurts, ° ° ° - 30 00 William Fryer, - - - - 30 00 
John Jennings, - ° ° ° 100 00 Jonas Wyman, - - . - 50 00 
Thomas C. Rockhill, ° ° - 30 00 Mathew Carey, - - - - 30 00 
John W. Downing, - - + 3000 || T. T. Smiley, e's ° wae 
David M. Davis, ° ° - - 30 00 William Craig, . ° - - 50 
Hosea J. Levis, - - - - 30 00 Joseph Chew, - - - ° 10 00 
John Grigg, - : - - - 30 00 || John Cooper, . - . . 10 00 
John M. Atwood, - - - - 100 00 || Conrad Hanse, : : - - 30 00 
Hartman Kuhn, . - - - 50 00 || George W. Mentz, . ° - 30 00 
lL. Lamb, - - - : - 100 00 || Charles Marshall, - : ° - 10 00 
John C, Pechin, - - : - 100 00 || J. J. Vanderkemp, . . ° 30 00 
Alexander Cook, - . - : 50 00 || John Richardson, - . . - 30 00 
Josiah W. Gibbs, - - . - 100 00 || Titus Yerkes, - - - ° 30 00 
Henry White, - - - : 30 00 S. Eckstein, - . ° e - 1000 
Samuel Richards, - - * + 200 00 || Peter Graham, - - ° ° 30 00 
Ambrose White, - . ° - 200 00 || Benjamin Stille, ° e _ - 10 00 
S. Bilborough, : - . - 500 || William Swaim, - . - - 30 00 
William Agnew, - - 7 ° 5 00 William Wallace, . e e - 20 00 
Thomas P. Cope, - - - - 30 00 Solomon Allen, - + - - 1300 00 
Nicholas Biddle, - . . - 30 oo || William Darrach, - . . - 30 00 
John Holmes, - - - - - 30 00 || Jacob Levering, - - - ° 10 00 
Silas E. Weir, - . - - 500 00 E. Mustin, - . ° ° - 300 
James Nevins, - - - - - 30 00 C. Wilkinson, - - ° ° 2 00 
Joseph H. Dulles, : - - 300 oo || Jonathan Patterson, + - - 30 00 
Robert Wharton, - - - - 30 00 Isaac Harvey, Jr. - : ° 30 00 
William Brown, - - - - 100 00 || William Montgomery, . ° - 30 00 
Robert Creighton, - - - - 10 00 || John Farr, - - - - - 150 00 
Mark Richards, - + . ° 20 00 Robert Ralston, - - ° = 300 00 
Thomas Montgomery, . - - 100 00 || M. L. Bevan, - - - ° 30 00 
John D. Sheaff, - - - - 50 00 Samuel Nevins, - - . - 30 00 
Samuel Brown, - : : - 30 00 || Benjamin Tevis, - . - . 30 00 
Carey and Lea, - - - - 20 00 Robert M‘Gregor, - . ° oe 
Samuel Wonderly, - - - - 10 00 || S. Wonderly, - - - . 20 00 
Edward Yarnall, - - - - 5 00 jj E. S. Ely, - . ° . - 50 00 
Samuel Archer, - - - - 30 00 || Margaret Carswell, - : - 30 00 
Daniel W. Coxe, - - - - 20 00 || Robert M‘Mullin, Jr. ° . + 30 00 
Jacob J. Janeway, —- ° : - $00 00 || Edward Hudson, - ° . ° 30 00 
D. W. Prescott, - : - - 50 oo || French Battle, . ° ° ‘ 00 
——— By A. Vinton, - - - 30 00 || Jacob Lex, - . : . ° 30 00 
John B. Trevor, - - : : 30 00 || Joseph Roberts, - - - - $0 
R. S. Moore, - - - - - 30 00 Thomas Adams, - - ° ° 5 00 
Samuel Welsh, - - - - 4 00 || A-G.Jaudon, - : - , - 00 
30 00 00 
James Gray, - - - - 30 oo || E. W. Seeley, - - ° ° - 100 00 
‘Thomas and Martin, - - - 30 00 || W.W. M*Main, - ° ° . 30 00 
Robb and Winebrener, - . 30 oo || T. M. and J. M. Linnard, - - - 102 00 
Isaac Ashmead, - - - - 30 00 || Meyer aud Jones, - - ° 30 00 
William Davidson, - - - 30 oo || A Resident Yankee, - - - 20 00 
Elihu Chauncey, - . - - 30 00 || John Struthers, - - ° ° 77 92 
Aaron Denman, - - - - 30 00 Bowlby and Weaver, . - - 3000 
John M‘Crea, - - : - - 100 00 || C. Cornelius - - . ° 30 00 
William H. Richards, - - - 30 00 || Jos. S. Walter, - - . - 30 00 
James Burk, - - - - + 30 00 || Thos. U. Walter, - . - 30 00 
Joseph K. Hillegas, = - . : 30 00 || H. L. Coryell, - : ° . - 30 00 
Philologus Loud, - - - - 10 00 || James Allen, ° ° ° n 10 00 
John Mansel, - . ° - 10 00 |} Brelsford and Joyce, : - - § 0 

5 00 

5 00 

3° 00 

3° 00 

20 00 
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I. MINISTERS MEMBERS FOR LIFE, 


By the payment of thirty dollars and 
upwards. 

Rev. Benjamin Tappan, Augusta, Me. 

by ladies of his Church, $30 00 
Rev. Arthur Buist, Pastor of the First 

Pres. Ch., Charleston, S. C. by ladies 

of his Church, per A. P. Gready, 30 00 
Rev. Baxter Dickinson, by members of 

the Bible Class and Sunday-school, 

Long Meadow, Mass. 30 00 
Rev. Allen M‘Lean, Simsbury, Ct. by 

ladies of his Society, per Mr. Charles 

Hosmer, Hartford, Ct. 30 00 
Rev. Elisha Fiske Wrentham, Mass. 

by ladies of his Congregation, per 

Rev. H. Malcom, 30 
Rev. Robert Hubbard, by ladies of 

Danville Village, N. Y. 30 
Rev. John L. Grant, Philadelphia, by 

teachers, 
Rev. Robert Steele, by members of 

his Church, 30 


8 
$ 8 8 8 


Il. OTHER MEMBERS FOR LIFE, 


By the payment of thirty dollars and 
upwar 


Philadelphia, L. Johnson, $30 00 
Caspar Schaeffer, M. D. 
per Rev. Geoge Boyd, 30 00 


Ill. ANNUAL SUBSCRIBERS, 


By the payment of three dollars. 


Philadelphia, William Cunningham, 1828, $3. 
Miss A. Saunders, 1828, 3. U. Kitchen, 3, 
W. Alexander, 3. J. Owen, 3. Rev. Mrs. 
Nassau, 3. Rev. J. N. Loyd, 3. L. Jew- 
ell, 1826—7—8, 9. Miss Sparhawk, 1828, 3. 
Rey. W. Ramsay, 3. S. Porter,3. J. Allen, 
3. $42 00 

Washington, Mrs. M. L. Nourse, 1828, 3 00 

Milton, Pa. J. P. Sanderson, do. 

Boston, Mr. Manning, do. 

Dr. J. Stephens, do. 

New York, F. T. Peet, do. 


www we 
SSs8s 


IV. pDonaTIons, 


Tb the General Fund. 


From “A Mother” in Connecticut, 
Mr. D. Suter, per Rev. George Boyd. 


5 00 
10 00 


VY. MISSIONARY FUND. 


ryt | Subscriptions to constitute 
 - following Societies Auxiliary. 


Hebron S. S. A. a 
Lower Marion S. S. 

Rock Creek, Te. S. S. 

West Philadelphia S. Ss. 


8888 








| 


Shelisburg, Pa. S. S. 
Greencastle, Pa. S. S. 

St. Lawrence Co. N. Y. S. S. U. 
Dickinson, Pa. S. S. A. 
Lancaster, Ohio, S. S. U. 
Frankfort, Ky. S. S. 

Annville, Leb. Co. Pa. 
Lincolnton, N.C. S. S. 


& 
w 


88888888 


DONATIONS TO MISSIONARY FUND. 


Philadelphia, Concert, November, of 

which $1 is from the children of the 

7th Pres. Ch. $1 from Ist Pres. Fem. 

S. S. ge 1 
Concert, December, of which $1.15 is 

from the 7th Pres. Ch. 60 cents from 


Ist Pres. Ch. S. S. & 00 
Concert, January, of which $1.34 was 

from Female S. S. Ist Pres. Ch. 13 00 
Female S. S. Ist Pres. Ch. 5 00 


Concert, February, of which 76 cents 
were from F. S. S. Ist Pres Ch. and 


$1.25 from S. S. of the 3d Pres. Ch. 10 48 
By several persons, per A. Martin, 4 00 
Southern S. S. U. per G. M‘Cloud, 25 00 
Harper's Ferry, Va. A. Souillard, 275 
New Haven, Ct. Concert Collections, 

per A. Townsend, 20 00 


VI. FROM AUXILIARY SOCIETIES, 


And from individuals in payment for 
b 


00rKs, 





Alexandria, D. C. Church, S26 81 

Do. 39 93 
Albany, N. Y. 50 00 
Amherst Co. Va. per Rev.C. F. 

Page, 10 00 
Bedford, Pa. 10 00 
Bridgeton, N. J. 8 51 
Bustleton, Pa. 211 
Brandywine. De. 5 70 
Boston, per A. H. Haskell, 244 77 
Baltimore Baptist, 5 62 
Bristol, Pa. 4 50 
Burlington Epis. 7 22 
Burlington, Pa. Adam Priee, 491 
Berlin S. 8, 12 00 
Burlington Bapt. 2 04 
Chambersburg, Pa. 29 04 
Cedarville, N. J. per N. O. Lawrence, 5 42 
Charlotte, Va. per Rev. T. W. Hatch, 20 00 
Columbia, Pa. per W. F. Houston, 5 00 
Cincinnati, Ohio, per D. and C. 100 00 
Carlisle, Pa. Male S. S. 11 89 

Do. Female S. S. 1 86 
Canonsburg, Pa. S. S. 31 75 
Dauphin Co. Pa. 101 22 
Danville, Pa. 1l 25 
Dickinson, Pa. 18 51 
Essex Co. N. J. 100 00 
Easton, Pa. 21 31 
Frankford, Pa. 471 
Fayette Co. Ky. 100 00 
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Frankfort, Ky. per A. S. Parker, S17 
Georgetown, D. C. 4 
Greencastle, Pa. 32 


St. Michael's, Germantown, Pa. 1 3: 


Gettysburg, Pa. S. S. 10 

Genesee Union, N. 
Ward, 500 

Germantown, per Mr. Mines, 25 

Holmesburg, Pa. 9 

Hamiltonville, 2 

Hartford, Ct. per Goodwin & Co. 200 

Haddonfield S, S., N. J. 2 

Hartford, Ct. per D. F. Robinson, 100 

Hagerstown, Md. 100 

Hanover 5S. S. 1 

Indiana State Union for Indianapolis 
Depository, per James Blake, 

Indianapolis S. S. per James Blake, 

Jefferson and Berkeley Co. S. S. U. 

Lancaster Co. Pa. Union, 57 

Lebanon, Pa. 5 

Lewisburg, Va. S. S. 

Lexington 5S. S. 3 

Louisville, Ky. 52 

Lewis, De. 

Lower Marion, 

Lincolnton, N. C. Emanuel’s Ch. S. S. 

Milton, Pa. per Rev. George Junkins, 
Cor. See. 

Manayunk, Pa. 

Marietta, Pa. 

Mauch Chunk, 

Milton, N. C. per Miss M. Smith, 

Maine State Union, per W. Cutter, 

Millwood, Va. S. S. per Rev. W. Meade, 

Milford, De. 

Massachusetts State Union, per N. R. 
Cobb, 

Mobile, Alabama, 

Norwich, Ct. per Lewis Edwards & Co. 

Norristown, Pa. Pres. 

New Orleans, La. per A. Maybin, 

Norfolk, Va. per D. G. Fiske, 

New York Depository, per A. W. Co- 
rey, Agent, 

New Castle, Del. 


Philadelphia, 
St. Andrew's Female, 
Sixth Presbyterian Church, 
Combined, N. L. 
Nazareth, Meth. 
Fifth Baptist Ch. 
St. John’s, Meth. 
Seventh Presbyterian Church, 
St. Paul’s Fem. 
Fifth Presbyterian Church, 
Bethlehem, 
First Presbyterian Charch, Ken. 
Ebenezer, Southwark, 
St. George’s, Meth. 
Zoar, Meth. 
Crown street Church. 
St. Andrew's Male, Berean, 
First Presbyterian Ch. Fem. 
Northern S. §&. 


Y. per Levi A. 


50 
15 


1, 


15 8 


£8 
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| First Baptist Church, 


Southwark First Presbyterian, 
St. Paul’s Male, 

Mariners’ Chureh S. S. 
Galilean Society, 

Philadelphia City Union, 
Public Schools, 

Eighth Presbyterian Male, 
Passyunk S. S. 

‘Third Pres. Ch. S. S. 
Brainerd S. S. 

St. John’s, Race street, 
Trinity, Female, 

St. John’s Episcopal, Male, 
Southwark Second Pres. 
Union S. S. As. N. L. 

Judean §. S. S. 

Eighth Pres. Fem. S. S. 
Philadelphia Bible Society, 
Second Baptist S. S. per S. ‘Taylor, 








United Brethren S. S. 
Samaritan, 

Trinity, Male, 

School No. 29, 

Auxiliary Evangelical Society, 
Third Baptist Church, 
Canaan Society, 

St. John’s Epis. Fem. 





Weccacoe S. S. 

Kensington Meth, 
Princeton, N. J. 
Pittsburg, Pa. per L. Loomis, 
Petersburg, Va. per A. S. Holderby, 
Prince Edward’s Co. Va. 
Rutland, Vt. 
Rocky Creek, 
Rockville, Md. 
Russelville, Ky. 
Savannah, Geo. 
Salem, N. J. 
Stokes Co. N. C. 
Somerset, Pa. 
South Carolina S. S. U. 
Sulphur Springs, 
Shellsburg, Pa. 
Trenton, N. J. per J. Rice, 

Do. Male S. S. 
Troy, N. Y. Renssalaer Co. 
Vergennes, Vt. per W. R. Bixby, 
Versailles, Ky. 
Woodbury, N. J. per Rev. M. Scovell, 
West Chester, Pa. 
Walthourville, Geo. Fem. S. S. 
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Washington, D. C. S. S. U. per J. Ken- 
nedy, Tr. 

Wrightstown Fem. S. S. 

Wilmington, 

Warren Co. Pa. S. S. U. 

Whitehall, N. Y. per P. J. H. Myers, 


Sales to individuals and schools not 
particularized by the purchasers, 
in the city and elsewhere, 


Other donations have been received by 
Agents, and will be acknuwledged 
in our next. 


9,961 
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